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provide energy, food, and more.

When you understand that peace and sustain-
ability as intertwined, it creates an opportunity
to solve multiple problems at once. For example,
in the Middle East, and specifically in Israel and
Palestine, there are farmers who are making their
doing the same of work in the similar natural
conditions: the same climate, the same water, the
same soil. This means they face the same chal-
lenges, such as growing date palms in highly-
saline (salty) earth, or addressing the need to irri-
gate in a climate which receives minimal rainfall.
There are lessons learned on each side that can
be transferred and shared, and there is a contin-
ued opportunity for support that crosses the bor-
ders. Food production and distribution is one of
the biggest challenges of our generation, with a
rapidly growing population and climate change,
and collaboration rather than conflict can solve
some of the existing issues. In another example,
we are facing a biodiversity crisis: protecting and
conserving the planet’s various species is essen-
tial for functioning ecosystems: “greater species

Cardoremindsuswe allarea

strong and close-knitted
community.

Familiar
Facesand

diversity ensures natural sustainability for all life
forms”.

It is also the diversity of our students at EMIS
that creates a unique force, both for peace and
sustainability. The school itself is an ecosystem
that supports so many types of people who are
from all over the world. Sitting in the classroom,
or just hanging out and eating a meal together,
creates a platform to blend multiple viewpoints,
cultural practices, worldviews and experience.

The status of peace in the Middle East, and
the political relationships, has a great impact on
how natural resources are controlled. We live in
a time where it is essential to manage natural re-
sources in a sustainable way, because each deci-
sion today is affecting all the future generations.
EMIS students are our future leaders, and an
understanding of the relationship between peace
and sustainability will transform conflict into
solutions.

Lindsey Zemler,
Green Up Coordinator

Where isyour favorite place on

campus?

The art studio, of course!

Art Teacher

-_?._ < 4 freedom, an invitation to

- _
s Shlomit Kanfi,

Whatis your favorite place
on campus?

My favorite place on
campus is the dance
studio of course it'sa
space thatinvites
physical and mental

explorethe bodyanda
space for fun.
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EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN
INTERNATIONAL

Peace,

Sustainability
and Diversity

EMIS is not your average high school for many
reasons — but one of the main aspects that set our
school apart from other educational institutions
is the school’s mission: Education as a force for
peace and sustainability.

Our mission guides us, keeps us focused on
our priorities, and provides a set of values for the
students to connect to as they shape their identi-
ties as young global citizens.

“I wanted to come to EMIS because of the
awesome mission — I wanted to study at a school
that has a mission, and the combination of peace
and sustainable is so important” - Noa, Gemany/
Israel DP1

Our mission is solution-oriented:

We learn about the challenges, and the issues,
and we explore different ways on how to be part
of a positive change. Everyone has the power to
make an impact, but we take it one step further.
We aim to lead by example; we are on our own
journey to promote sustainable living practices
inside the school, such as reducing the use of

single-use plastic, and composting food waste.
We are learning along the way through experi-
menting, problem-solving, and seeking wisdom
from others. As we learn and try to “walk the
talk” in our own community, we are promoting
the importance of activism and advocacy on a
wider level: how we can take our personal ideals
and practices and make them reverberate further
than the borders of our campus? This is part of
our mission to be “a force” for peace and sustain-
ability.

We promote positive change related to both
peace and environmental sustainability as sepa-
rate fields, but we also understand the connection
between the two. As the world faces challenges
related to security, peace, human rights, borders,
migration and so much more — it is increasingly
easy to identify the connection to the wellbeing
of the natural environment. For example, access
and control of natural resources is one of the most
common causes of conflict, whether it’s over land
ownership and autonomy, the distribution of fresh
water, or the rights to other natural resources that

Once a week, students and
staff members gather all
together under the EMIS tree

SCHOOL FOR CHANGE
Introducing a New

Series:
"Familiar Faces and
Places”

Familiar
Facesand
Places

Coming from a school of
diversity, we all have different
backgrounds or future intents.

(DEMIS

THE SCHOOL FOR CHANGE
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help students explore their identities as activists.
In the “Science and Technology” workshop, Dr.
Tareq Abu Hamed gave a Zoom lecture on vari-
ous environmental technologies (such as renew-
able energy), followed by a structured discussion
and design challenge facilitated by the workshop
leader, DP1 Talitha Santos. The “Education & So-
cial Organizations” workshop, led by DP2 Xenia
Kremer, hosted guest lectures by the mutual aid
group ‘Culture of Solidarity,” and the Track Il En-
vironmental Forum of the Arava Institute, before
Xenia led the students in a simulation exercise to
explore solutions for ecological issues related to
the Dead Sea. The “Waste Management” work-
shop, led by DP2s, Lennie Savova and Maya Go-
lan, inspired students to find new ways to live a
lower-impact lifestyle.

After workshops, students and teachers par-
ticipated in a “‘sustainability festival” and learned
how to grow food from kitchen scraps, discussed
environmental topics, calculated their carbon
footprint and played fun games — such as a sus-
tainability bingo an “the compost game” (facili-
tated by the Green Team!). All festival stations
were run by students, and created by the 5-person
student committee that planned the event.

For DP2s it was an exciting culminating op-
portunity, before their study leave begins, to
explore the role of sustainability in a variety of
working fields.

It was important to the organizers that the
event be low-impact, to demonstrate that there
are always opportunities to lower our ecological
footprint. So, all the foods and drinks were organ-
ic, local and plant-based. The seasonal fruit avail-
able included oranges ,clementines and apples
from alocal CSA, HaOrgani, as well as fresh mint
for tea. Instead of the typical milk and sugar for
coffee, alternative plant-based drinks and agave
syrup were provided.

Lennie, a DP2 from Bulgaria, co-led a work-
shop called ‘Zero-Waste and Waste Manage-
ment,” “A significant moment I will retain from
the event is that the students in my workshop
demonstrated high participation and engagement
with the issues of fast fashion, greenwashing and
the zero-waste movement”.

Where is Your favorite
place on campus?

Parking lot next to the
cirqus

| Agmon

“What I enjoyed about the event is that it fi-
nally brought the two parts of the EMIS Mission
together — Peace and Sustainability. It showed
that sometimes cooperation is possible over en-
vironmental issues when there are political dis-
agreements between different actors”, says Xenia
the facilitator of the ‘Education & Social Organi-
zations” workshop. Xenia, a DP2 from Germany,
was part of the event planning committee and is
currently the Co-Leader of Green Team, the stu-
dent organization the promotes sustainability at
EMIS.

The event concluded with a ceremony, in
which students were awarded prizes for their in-
novation, creativity, and engagement during the
workshops. The winners were presented with
succulent plans to ‘green up’ their dorms or sus-
tainable chocolate bars.

The event planners see this event as the ba-
sis for long-term tradition at EMIS. Lindsey,
the Sustainability Coordinator who runs the
“Green Up Program”, says that events like this
are like planting seeds for long-term change.
“We are interested in sharing our experience
with schools around the world, and working
on ways to disseminate ‘lessons learned’ so
that our graduates or other high schools can
use these activities to increase environmental
awareness. We believe in starting locally, and
expanding globally”.

Whatis your favorite thing
about EMIS?

The Mission

What is one thing Sociatiguide
PréBsocial Fa any newstudent ; i
\ What is your favorite memory
guide, should know? :

Anthropology Weareallon s ) fromyour time at EMIS?

teacher, your side — Iwas a student myself, and |

Deputy of ey 7 S & g x

hidine : Meitar Sorek, loved going to Ramat with Manu,

m Social GQuide friends on Thursdays s Social GQuide

—

director ¥
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2021-22 EMIS
Mission Course

oDF' 1 + Pre-IB: SiEn up for at least 1 of 4 oEtions this ze.'aro
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In both Fall and Winter the topics are run in paral

Fall
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Winter
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of Change Sustainability Peace
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On Thursday, February 18th EMIS held the
biggest school-wide environmental sustainability
event of the year. All grades participated in a va-
riety of workshops and learned about the role of
sustainability and environmentalism in the areas
of; science, technology, art, education.

The event started with an inspiring Q&A ses-
sion with Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ambas-
sador, Gideon Bechar, who is the special envoy
of sustainability and climate change for Israel.
Students chose their area of interest and attended
student-led workshops that lasted throughout the
days, which included activities such as guest lec-
tures, simulations, debates and discussions, and
design challenges.

The school community learned about a range
of topics such as sustainable living in an urban
setting, the role of environmentalism in diploma-
cy, applications for sustainable technology and
the basics of activism.

The “Environmental Art” workshop, led by
DP1 Dana Kharaz, engaged students in hands-on
methods to use creative ways to increase envi-
ronmental awareness. Students gathered natural
materials to incorporate them into art pieces that
were displayed around the school. The “Activism”
workshop, led by DP1 Dana Poliva, welcomed
the organization “Green Course,” to introduce

tools for community organizing and campaign-
ing, and Dana facilitated interactive activities to

Familiar
Facesand

| 0ded Rose | Ben Dvash
Founder of EMIS Whatls your favorite Boarding Director
Oded Rose is the founder of b;'::::::;::':g
EMIS. He wanted to create a e | What t!]E staff says about Ben:
school where students would ¢ehioal diversity and being "Ben is always there for the
be the change and work g "’e': ‘:’e""::::’l‘l" students”
towards a mission of peace Principal < a,pou:d ol "Ben loves nature"

and sustainability in the
Middle East.
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THE SCHOOL FOR CHANGE




WEMIS

WHAT IS THE 'GREEN UP' PROGRAM? THE GREEN UPDATE

WE EMPOWER YOUTH AS LOCAL AND GLOBAL
LEADERS IN CONNECTING PEACE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Ein Gedi Nature Reserve, [srael Mission Weaek March 2021

WE CULTIVATE CHANGE-MAKERS;

CONNECT YOUTH THROUGH A GROWING NETWORK: A SCHOOL FOR CHANGE:
PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE CHOICES & PRACTICES; & SUSTAINABILITY IS OUR MISSION!

INFLUENCE KEY ISSUE AREAS IN POLICY & MANAGEMENT.

This spring has been an exciting time for EMIS students; it came with new
opportunities to explore the world outside the campus, new growth and life in the
garden, and a time for the seniors (DP2) to make their impact on the school! And of
course, for the students to soak up the EMIS experience! Keep reading to learn what

we have been up to this semester!

EJRNME

Sustainabllity

|

Whatareyo ooking forward

What is one thing any new student to this upcoming school year?
should know? Seeing the DP2's and

Weare all here for you! meeting the new DP1's!

Familiar Fisnvin i)
Faces and

What are you looking
forward to this
upcoming school
year?
Meeting my
students, learn
from them, teach
them, be inspired

e —
®  Shelli wild, 3 Bishen l
B Math teacher and Math Co-ordinator '_l \

Gal Shochet,

School Counselor
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GREEN HUB UPDATES

Teachers took the lead: new Green Hub projects

HomeBiogas installation

We installed a biogas system, a
technology that converts organic
waste into renewable energy (cooking
gas) and fertilizer for the garden. It
will be used for social events (think
vegan cooking workshops and tea
parties with fresh herbs!) as well as
education lessons (applying physics,
math, ecology and more!)

Hannah wenger

DP -IB Coordinator and English teacher

Familiar
Faces and

~ Whereisyour favorite place on
3 __ campus?

THE SCHOOL FOR CHANGE

%W m I

HOW TO BE A GREEN EMIS-ER:

By the Green Team

1.Use your reusable EMIS water bottle to fill water from the many water
fountains. Don't buy throwaway plastic water bottles!

2.Take the opportunity of eating in a dining room to try out a vegetarian or
vegan diet! Now that you have new food choices in front of you and people
around you to discuss it, give it a try! This is one of the most important ways
to reduce individual ecological impact!

3. Compost! Our campus has two ways to convert your food waste: organic
compost piles and biodigestion. Collect your food scraps and meal leftovers
and create energy and fertilizer for the garden.

4. Grow your own food locally! EMIS has an expanding garden with a great
selection of herbs for cooking and tea, and vegetables for salad. You can take
part in reducing "food miles" and promoting a more sustainable food system.

N N N N a2 2.8 22N,

What are you looking forward to this
upcoming schoolyear?
Dynamic, eye opening and
interesting political conversations

What are you looking
forward to this
upcoming school year?

Coordinator, Meeting new
Social students and
L : \ Coordinator, seeing returning
m Jaime Miguel Nieman, Hebrew students
o Pre-IB coordinator & Global Politics teacher !

Teacher

—
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Whatis your favorite memory

EMIS' first MUN conference
was a great memory. Also, last

"WHEN IT COMES TO
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
PEOPLE USUALLY FOCUS

ON CONFLICT AND FORGET

ABOUT THE NATURE

AROUND THEM:;

WE SHOULD UNITE TO

MAKE THE ENVIRONMENT
SUSTAINABLE.”

-DANY, ETHIOPIA
(SOPHOMORE)

WE BELIEVE THAT THE JOURNEYS TO BECOME
PEACE-BUILDERS AND ADVOCATES
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT IS
ONE AND THE SAME.

"COOPERATION OVER
ENVIRONMENTAL
ISSUES IS POSSIBLE
EVEN WHEN THERE
ARE POLITICAL
DISAGREEMENTS."

-XENIA, GERMANY,
(SENIOR)

"It the diversity of the students at EMIS that creates a
unique force, both for peace and sustainability.”

What is your favorite thing about
EMIS?

The students and the diverse
way they think and view the
world.

- ————

fromyour time at EMIS?

year's'Olive Day' was

Planting trees: we took
part in creating a
"climate-friendly" forest
in a neighboring town.

Ate what we grew:
student-led workshops to
prepare meals with
garden ingredients.

Hands-on creation: built
garden beds, installed
drip irrigation, litter pick-
up and more!

Real-world inspiration:
saw examples of
sustainable living and
technology around Israel.

SUMMER AND FALL 2021

Many hands-on learning
moments in our "Green
Hub" for students,
teachers and visitors

Mission Course:
leadership and activisr
as mandatory curriculs

piith Tty

Inspiration through art

Student activism F

campaigns with partner
schools in the region
and globally

Administrative
initiatives to "green
up" the school from

the inside out

memorable. Now I think of it,
every year 'Mission Week'is

amazing. | seemto have a lot

- .
® Denise Zaidman,
|

Spanish Teacher

of good memories.

New Green Hub
elements, including
solar energy panels!

)

-~
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Familiar
Faces and
Places
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Whereisyour favorite
place on campus?
} The 'Green Hub' of
= course-1love
Sustainability <4 picking fresh herbs
Coordinator & y, (like mint or
Pre-DP ESS verbena) for
teacher morning tea

(PEMIS

THE SCHOOL FOR CHANGE
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Familiar
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Places
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What s your favorite
thing about EMIS?

The variety of
people and the

French teacher "1",. o
"4 constant activity.

andmentor
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