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3 girls from the newly-
established EMIS school that was set
up right next to our school.

Because we are completely different
schoolswithentirely differentschedules
and goals we don’t ever meet, and so
we know nothing about each other. |
personally think that’s a shame.

When [ was offered the chance to
go and interview some students from
the EMIS school about their lives here
vs. their lives in their countries of
origin I was ecstatic. What an amazing
opportunity to find out more about this
school that we're always hearing about,
and expose my friends and fellow
classmates to them in the process.

I hope that this little glimpse into
their world will help everyone that
reads this article understand a little
better, and make them want to find out
more about this extraordinary program
and it’s great mission - to make this
world a better place.

I met the girls at lunch; Maria
Tirnovanu (Romania), Sofia Arthurs-
Schoppe (New-Zealand) and Anna-
Sophie Kriftner (Austria. On our
way back to their school’s premises
I already found out some interesting
comparisons between this special
program and their schools back home.

Maria: "I'm from Romania, and in
my country the educational system
is really flawed, in my opinion. We
took a lot of different subjects without
properly focusing on any of them.

However, in the IB program we have
6 main subjects and a research paper

of 4,000 words. Here, we delve deeper
into every one of the subjects we take.
Especially since we have 2 years to do
it

This school prepares you more, it
gives you more knowledge on what
you could do in college and helps you
realize what you'd like to learn in the
future.”

Sofia: "Well, I'm from New-Zealand,
and I actually came from a system
with less subjects, but we didn't go as
in depth as we do here, in this school.
Not only are there longer class-hours,
it's also way more rigorous and you
actually have to learn things, not just
memorize for a test. You have to know
it to be able to apply it, and that’s what
we do here. We're learning to apply
knowledge.”

When we got a bit more comfortable
on a bench, I asked them how did
they find the experience of a boarding
school away from home to be: harder?
Easier?

Maria: "In the beginning it was really
difficult. We didn’t know each other,
and after having the same group of
friends for 17 years, coming here and
having to make friends all over again
was pretty hard. But after a while you
realize that everyone is in the same
situation as you, and you can actually
go and talk to them about these things.

Overall, it’s amazing,”

Anna: "I previously lived abroad, so I
know what it feels like to have to make
new friends in a different country, and
I actually really enjoyed the process. I
like this feeling of being surrounded
by so many people, mainly because |

come from a small family, and I'm used
to being by myself all the time. Versus
here, that youre constantly around
people and they always ask you how
are you, how was your day...”

I should probably note that not even
five minutes earlier we were approached
by one of the students, and he asked us
if we had an iPhone 5 charger and if he
could possibly borrow it later on.

Indeed, there is never a dull moment.

Afterwards we went a little deeper
into what is the meaning of being in a
boarding school.

Sofia: "For me personally, my family
is about 16,000 kilometers away. So you
can't really go home if you feel a little
bit sad. And also there’s an 11-hour time
difference, so when I'm waking up -
they’re going to sleep, and the other
way around. We all have lives, and so
it’s not that easy to get the support we
need from the family back home. That'’s
why it’s so important to have people
that you trust here. We feel in-tune
with one another and when someone is
sad, there are always going to be people
around them to ask what’s wrong, to
lend a hand and to be a good support
system for each other.”

Maria: "Yeah, because we're the only
ones we have here.”

The next topic we discussed was
the language - all the classes
in the school are in English,
which is not the native
language of two of my three
interviewees.

Maria: "Even when | was at
home my English was always
good, but I didn’t have to think

O'NNWI1 001, TV 7101 27170 *T'N7n

EMIS: A school with a vision

A few months ago I had the
great privilege of interviewing

in English, write in English, learn in
English - everything is in English. And
so even if your English is not that good,
you can still communicate, and you still
have to communicate with others.

I think that you can really see the
improvement on an academic level; we
all came here with a good conversation-
level in English, but our reading, writing
and expressing ourselves in English has
really improved.”

Anna: "There are some German-
speaking students here, and sometimes
when we switch back to German when
we're alone it’s a bit hard to recall words
in German that we automatically think
about in English. Also, when we skype
our parents back home there are words
that we just don't translate to our native
languages.”

Sofia: ”"Language comes second,
because we know each other so well
we don’t necessarily need language to
communicate sometimes.”

To wrap it all up, I was given the web
address of their school’s blog with the
request that I share it with people and
make them read it.

It’s very interesting, and if this article
made you want to find out more about
this amazing school - their blog is
where you'll be able to get more info
about them, both individually and in
general.

I personally believe that this
school is a huge step towards
a more advanced, accepting
world, where we're all aware
of each other even if we come

from 85 different countries.
Eden Sinderovsky
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