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"B-TWEEN'S" VIRTUAL
SUMMER CAMP

Summer 2020

Uncertainty ... Anxiety... Covid 19...
Masks... Social distance... Disruptions
in day to day activities like summer
vacation, travel, day and sleepaway
camps... Children stuck at home with
few options for fun...

Yet, Lia succeeded to take Jacob, her
American friend through the streets of
Jerusalem, Sophie took Liam, her Israeli
friend for ice cream in Central Park,
Taya took Solomon to Osem factory to
enjoy Bamba and Ari took Nitay, via the
ferry from Battery Park to visit Liberty
Island in New York Harbor.

All this virtually.

America Israel Friendship League
initiated a virtual youth camp experience
for youth aged 11-12, led by teens aged
16-18, both Israelis and Americans and
using the interactive programming
platform - ZOOM.

The “B-Tweens” program-Teens
Engaging Teens -between Israel
and the USA, a five weeks, Monday
through Thursday virtual day camp
experience included group activities
running at home, for one hour of fun,
age appropriate bilingual music, art,
active exercises like dancing, singing,
competitions, etc.

Based on peer engaged methodology
of empowering teens as role models
and leaders and developing long
lasting relationships between the
“tweens” it offered the opportunity to
actively participate in an educational
alternative for lockdown during Covid
19 times.

Five of Hakfar Hayarok’s High School
juniors volunteered to be the counselors.

While dealing with cultural, racial,
religious and political diversity in the
USA and Israel, they tried to find ways
to promote unity in both countries
emphasizing respect and acceptance of
beliefs, ethnic and cultural differences,
physical and mental disabilities and
promoting gender equality.

Lia Elyashiv: “My proudest moment
was when one of the kids asked what
he, as a boy, could do to make sure
women are treated equally and fairly.
We responded that what we suggest
is to continue educating himself and
those around him, and how even day
to day actions can help promote gender
equality.

When one of the shyer girls spoke out
for the first time to suggest an idea for
a political party, knowing we helped
make someone feel comfortable enough
to talk in an environment she was not

accustomed to made me extremely
happy.

This showed me, as a counselor, that
we had succeeded in reaching out to
the kids, enriching their thinking, and
helping them learn about diversity and
unity. “

Reef Sudak: “After a couple of weeks
of meetings, planning and working, we
finally got to the first day of camp.
I think I was more excited than the
kids, and I couldn’t hide it. I had a lot
of worries and questions, and didn’t
know what to expect, but when I saw
the campers — it all went away. As the
weeks went on and on, I got to know the
campers personally and they got to know
me, and we had the best time together. I
was really happy to see Danil dance the
Macarena with us, and I was touched
when Shir expressed her feminist
opinions in gender week. Seeing all
their faces listening, laughing, being
there with me — it was just fulfilling...
there was something about it that made
me feel good and motivated; It was a
life changing experience.”

Sivan Itzhaky: “When I finally met
the kids I realized what made me join
this program: the intelligent kids, the
shy and the outgoing ones showed us
their creative and unique opinions on
serious topics such as gender equality,
the LGBTQIA+ community, politics in
the U.S and Israel, all those together
created one of a kind conversations.

I learned a lot from this program —
kids and adults, getting educated about
the most crucial topics in the world
today. I am glad that this opportunity
was given to me and I would take it ten
more times.”

Michal Karniel: “I first joined
"B"Tweens Summer Camp" on its third
week. I entered a Zoom meeting of
welcoming faces of American and
Israeli counselors who impressed me by
beautiful dynamic they had, the graceful
way in which they balanced listening
to the opinions of the tweens
and accepting them while
expressing their own. I
was mainly impressed
by the sweet question at
the beginning of each
meeting when everyone
had to share an exciting
eventthey had experienced.

Talking  about  gender
equality, beingacceptedregardless of the
color of your skin, cultural differences
while learning Israeli and American
folkloric dancing and singing, baking
and cooking gave me much hope for a
better world

Hili Hayik: “Throughout this
program I learned about the kids and
the counselors and their opinions, and
also about myself, I felt hat now, I am
more aware of other people’s opinions
and also of the gap between Israel
and America but in a good way. This
program was the bridge to the gap
between Americans and Israelis

We talked about a lot of interesting
and important subjects like elections,
cultural diversity, gender norms and
stereotypes, and more. And the kids
were always enthusiastic to tell their
opinions.

I felt that the hard work paid off
especially when one of the 12 years
old American kids asked the question
at the gender norms day: “I am a guy,

what can I do to make sure that women
are treated equally”

That young boy‘s question made us
all understand that we can make the
world a better place to live.

Hedva Epstein -
coordinator
International Programs
Hakfar Hayarok
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m EMIS students
rain Abraham Accords

o
“Improving
diplomatic relations
is a promising step
for Israel to pursue
in solving the
confliets with the
surrounding states,
but it also creates
more chances for
tensions to grow”

o6

ol

“The fact that
the Palestinians
were not
included in the
conversation,
while perhaps
disheartening, is
not surprising.”

eb

¥ EASTEAN MEDITERRANEAMN
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

B

“Relations will
certainly be
normalised between
Israel and more Arab
countries in the near
future, especially
with the ones who
already have
discreet relations
with Israel under-
the-table.”

@

Marija, Lithuania
(EMIS Class of 2021}

»

boring countries that Israel had been in an active
armed conflict with. That is not the case with the
UAE and Bahrain, which are geographically removed
from Israel and have tacitly acknowledged it for years.
This is really just naming the true state of things and
taking it to its logical conclusion — acknowledging the
UAE’s and Bahrain’s desire to further cooperate with
Israel and going through with it.

v How do you think this will affect the

relationship between Israel and the rest

of the Arab world? Do you think more coun-

tries in the region will follow in normalizing
relations with Israel?

Luka: (US) Two dilemmas. Some Arab countries
will normalize their relations with Israel while oth-
ers will react against that and rather support the
Palestinian statehood. I personally think it shouldn’t
be one or the other; I think that Palestinian statehood
and legitimacy in the Arab world should come hand in
hand with the normalization of ties with Israel.

Juliana: (Brazil) - [ see two possible results: either
a division and rise of tensions in the Arab world or the
normalization of relations and regional integration of
Israel. It is impossible to predict the path it will take,
however, before international affairs, the focus should
be on what is currently happening inside the borders.
There must be a structural change in the mindset of
both sides towards peaceful coexistence so that a peace
deal finally finds its place. For now, what we have is
a generalization of individuals as enemies and hate
speeches rooted in narratives, dehumanization to an ex-

Sara, Czech Republic
(EMIS Class of 2021)

»

tent it is impossible to find connections between people
that have been sharing the same land for millennia.

Emilie: (Palestine) - I think it is in the Arab world’s
best interest to launch officialized relations with
Israel, especially economically and national security.
This deal allows the UAE to erect commercial, se-
curity and officialized public ties with Israel whilst
maintaining the narrative that it is attempting to de-
molish Israeli annexation and occupation. As for the
economic interests behind it, UAE will gain access
to Israeli and US weaponry, as did Egypt following
its peace agreement with Israel in 1979. Furthermore,
the Gulf states are suffering a huge hit due to their in-
volvement in the Yemen War, and this deal will serve
as an opportunity for the UAE and the other states to
follow to improve its image and exercise dormant soft
power before the entirety of the disapproving interna-
tional community. The timing of this deal is of great
relevance, an age of a global pandemic, where states
are struggling to make ends meet for their citizens;
therefore, it no surprise that the UAE is pursuing a
diplomatic relationship with a state that is a leader in
medical healthcare, an aspect gulf states have proven
to be lacking. When observing the current political
landscape, a common enemy and rival are noted,
Iran, a state that poses a threat to all stakehold-
ers involved. The gulf member states and
Israel are heavily interested in eradicat-
ing political Islam as it is perceived as a
destabilizing force. Therefore, the inter-
est of people and individuals are not at
heart, but rather the enforcement of an
economic and political agenda is.

Tom: (Israel/UK) - Definitely. Relations
will certainly be normalized between Israel and

Tom, Israel
[EMIS Class of 2021}

2 @

more countries in the near future, especially ones that
already have discreet relations with Israel under-the-
table. There are reports of negotiations between Israel
and several other countries in the Middle East and
Africa. This is because the Abraham Accords aren’t a
big change as much as they represent the actualization
of a monumental change that has already taken years
to occur in the region. It's only time that this change
officially takes effect on paper. The Abraham Accords
are just the first stage.

Noam: (Israel) - I believe that this is a great step
in the right direction and will help normalize the idea
of considering peace agreements with Israel. It shows
that Israel can be negotiated with and that it can give
up certain things in order to achieve the higher goal
of peace in the middle east.

Marija: (Lithuania) - The political situation be-
tween Israel and the rest of Arab countries is more
complicated as it involves less diplomatic coopera-
tion. The long-lasting tension between the countries
requires more effort in terms of protecting the in-
terests of both sides and compromising. Although it
has the potential in creating more controversy in the
region, there is a higher chance of changing the point

of view of the Arab countries, which would
lead to better collaboration on solving the
conflict.

Maher & Event: (Palestine &
Albania) - UAE and Bahrain are 2 of the
most advanced Arab nations, emphasiz-
ing their importance and influence on

other Arab states. This will encourage
them to take another glance at Israel and
maybe considering cooperating with it.
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Perspectives fro
about Israel-UAE/Bah

Jaime Musso, Gap Year, ltaly

On September 15th the historic ‘Abraham

Accords’ were signed between Israel and

the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain, with
the help and supervision of the Trump administra-
tion. Through this agreement, both Gulf Arab States
officially normalized diplomatic and economic rela-
tions with Israel, committing to a higher degree of
cooperation in the future. While it is certainly a step
forward in the relations between Israel and Middle-
Eastern Arab countries, some think the motive is not
the desire for peace, but rather economic interests and
the creation of an alliance against the nuclear threat of
Iran. Furthermore, a part of the Arab world and of the
international community heavily criticized the agree-
ment, claiming it normalizes the humanitarian and
political crisis that is still happening in Palestine. The
Charney Resolution Center decided to interview a few
EMIS students from the upcoming graduating class of
2021. The Eastern Mediterranean International school
is based in Hakfar Hayarok, where Israeli, Palestinian
and international students live together and collabo-
rate with CRC on several projects involving mediation
and conflict resolution.

/’ Should this agreement be called a ‘peace

agreement’? After all, Israel is not at

war with the Emirates and Bahrain and there

has been some extent of economic and diplo-
matic relations in the past few years.

Luka: (US) - Yes. I truly do believe that the nor-
malization and officialization of relations between
Israel and the Arab World is a path in the right direc-
tion of peace. Although until the Palestinian cause is
recognized, legitimized, and tended to by the interna-
tional community, there will be no “peace”.

Juliana: (Brazil) - The word “peace” depends on
who is looking at it. For Israelis, it means the cease
of hostilities, an opening of new possibilities, and ac-
cords with Arab countries, while for Palestinians, it
means betrayal. Although, the possibility of cultural
and economic exchange between the states will offer
new perspectives to one another, especially when it
comes to antisemitism in the Islamic world and is-
lamophobia in Western societies. If the terminology
“peace” fits the Abraham Accords, count on a series
of future outcomes: will Israel follow the condition
of stopping the annexation of large parts of the West
Bank? Will the accords trigger more conflict and war
in the region?

Emilie: (Palestine) - The naming of this historical
event is very interesting to me as it's being referred
to as a ‘‘peace agreement’’, a semantic attempt to
push the Israeli agenda. The member states involved

LY

“I think the
normalization of
ties between Arab
countries and
Israel should come
hand in hand with
Palestinian
statehood.”

s

“This agreement
shows that Israel
is willing to give
up things in
exchange for
peace, which
opens the idea of
exchanging land
and power for
said peace”

i

Luka, USA
(EMIS Class of 2021}

L

in this deal were not at war and practiced diplomatic
relations, regardless of whether or not they were
politically officialized; the deal is a mere attempt to
normalize Arab trading with Israel, a move that has
been heavily criticized by those seeing that normaliz-
ers are equivocally supporting the Israeli occupation
of the West Bank and its political monopoly on the
Gaza Strip, as well as not holding Israel accountable.

Tom: (Israel) - Peace is more than just the absence
of war. Peace is not the default position of countries.
It must be established. If no war is waged, there is no
war. Likewise, if no peace is established, there is no
peace, even if there is no war either. Both the UAE
and Bahrain used to boycott Israel, called it “the en-
emy” and didn’t allow entry to people with an Israeli
stamp in their passport. The hesitant rise in coopera-
tion between these countries and Israel over the past
few years represented a pragmatic approach they had
to mutual threats and interests, primarily Iran. Before
the Abraham Accords, cooperation was discreet,
subtle, and gradual. There was no official recogni-
tion of Israel and Israeli citizens could still not visit
these countries uninvited. There was no peace. The
Abraham Accords include the "Peace Agreement"” in
their official names because that is primarily what
they are. The parties commit to maintain peaceful
relations and promote further peace in the region, not
just to eliminate direct conflict between one another.
That would not be peace.

Noam: (Israel) - I believe it is a peace agreement.
It is my view that a peace agreement's purpose is
simply to maintain a state of peace as well as could
possibly be done. A peace agreement doesn't have to
be preceded by war or conflict but simply a lack of a
peace agreement.

Noam, Israel
[EMIS Class of 2021}

L

Marija: (Lithuania) - Calling the ties between
Israel, UAE, and Bahrain a “peace agreement” would
not be the most appropriate way of phrasing it. There
have been clear diplomatic relations before the of-
ficial announcement of the agreement, for example,
the presence of embassies in both countries shows an
evident diplomatic collaboration. It is indeed a step
for stronger economic and diplomatic relations while
political stability also ensures fair cooperation.

Maher & Event: (Palestine & Albania) - This de-
velopment comes in as a "peace agreement” in terms
of all 3 countries benefiting from each other respec-
tively. Not being in the literal military war, does not
mean they have normalized relationships. There was
no previous use of hard, military power between the 3
states, however, they are now emphasizing their eco-
nomic and political agreements, for instance, Israel
and UAE signing a trade agreement facilitating each
other's economy. This illustrates the recognition of
both states respectively. This is considered a major
step into normalizing the relationship between the 2
countries, peace among them by cooperating together.

Cecilia: (Italy) - No, I believe it shouldn’t be called
a “peace agreement” as the diplomatic relations with
Emirates and Bahrain haven’t changed drastically,
from an agitated status to a calmer one. I actually
think that the agreement could lead to more confusion
than there had been before.

Sara: (Czech Republic) - No, I don’t believe this
agreement ought to be called a “peace agreement”.
This name ascribes its qualities and contexts that it
does not have. Israel has had true peace agreements
with Arab countries in the past — like it’s agreements
with Egypt and Jordan. However, those were neigh-
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“It is definitely a
step forward to
renew the peace
process between
Israel and
Palestine, but I'm
not sure it's the
most peaceful

one.”

1
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\_7’, (EMIS Class of 2021)

side to accept a peace deal, with the proposals be-
coming less and less attractive as time passes. The
socio-economic outcomes of “peace” with the UAE
and Bahrain might be so beneficial that it would
make Israel reconsider its concessions towards the
Palestinian Authority, with the final aim of not only
relaxing tensions within its borders but also improv-
ing its socio-economic relations with the neighboring
countries. It is an optimistic view of what could come
next. However, the lack of trust and radicalization by
parties harden the already complex issue, distancing
peace from a close present.

Emilie: (Palestine) - No. If anything, this will
make Palestinian living standards and the Palestinian
fight for a sovereign state even more unlikely, with
Israel receiving the benefits and no price to pay. The
Arab world normalizing relations with Israel further
debilitates the possibility of a Palestinian state as the
occupation goes unnoticed and Israel avoids account-
ability. This also means that the Palestinians will be
further isolated from the Arab world, especially with
the Palestinian response of withdrawing ambassadors
from Abu Dhabi. Isolating the Palestinian people and
leaving them out of political negotiations, as already
done with the “‘Deal of the Century” is a mere way to
push the US-Israeli political agenda in illegitimating
the Palestinian cause.

Tom: (Israel/UK) - Absolutely. The Abraham
Accords offer an opportunity for the Palestinians to
strengthen their negotiating power by collaborating
with an Emirati and Bahraini delegation and us-
ing their relations with Israel as leverage. However,
whether or not a renewed peace process will come out
of this depends wholly on the Palestinians’ attitude. If
they continue to condemn Emirati “betrayal,” to cut
ties with countries that recognize Israel and to refuse
to negotiate with Israel as they have done until now,
the peace process will fail before it even begins.

Noam: (Israel) - Definitely, it shows that Israel
might be willing to give up things in exchange for
peace and that opens up the idea of exchanging land
and power for said peace. Furthermore, the more Arab
nations are in good relations with Israel the more they
can support this idea, and pressure from allies is much
more effective than threats from enemies. Ultimately,

“The possibility of
cultural and
economic exchange
between the states
will offer new
perspectives fo one
another, especially
when it comes to
antisemitism in the
Islamic world and
islamophobia in
Western societies.”

Juliana, Brazil (".T‘“’)
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I believe that this will be an incredible move forward.
Or at least I sincerely hope it will be, but only time
will tell.

Marija: (Lithuania) - Improving/creating diplo-
matic relations is a promising step for Israel to pursue
in solving the conflicts with the surrounding states,
but it also creates more chances for the controversy
and tensions in the region to grow. The territorial
conflict between Israel and Palestine is more compli-
cated as civilians are directly affected and involved,
and the interests of both countries are intertwined.
Mabher &

Event: (Palestine & Albania) - As aforemen-
tioned, UAE, Bahrain and other Arab states willing
to "make peace" with Israel can hopefully encourage
it to make peace with Palestine in the future, depict-
ing Palestine as one of its own and making sure Israel
acknowledges the importance of its land.

Cecilia: (Italy) - I think that the agreement holds
much significance and that’s why it represents a
change that will have effects in the Middle East. It is
definitely a step forward to renew the peace process
between Israel and Palestine, but I'm not sure it’s the
most peaceful one.

Sara: (Czech Republic) - I think the improvement
of ties between Israel and Arabs states has the poten-
tial to shift the status quo that the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict has been locked in for some time now. I'm
skeptical of whether that shift will be in the direction
of peace, however. If like now, the Palestinians are not
included in these Israeli-Arab agreements, they are
likely to become more bitter and feel betrayed, rather
than becoming more willing to engage in peace talks
with Israel. At the same time, however, it is possible
that, with their Arab allies becoming less invested in
backing them, the Palestinian leadership may be left
with no other choice but to re-start the peace pro-
cess with Israel, lest they be swallowed up by their
neighbors. It is also important to distinguish here
between the actions that are likely to be taken by the
Palestinian Authority in the West Bank and by Hamas
in Gaza. I believe their responses may differ a great
deal, with Hamas being much less likely to engage in
any kind of peace process.
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Perspectives

from EMIS students
about Israel-UAE/
Bahrain Abraham
Accords

Cecilia: (Italy) - I think that the rest of the Arab
world will feel the significance of this agreement both
from an economic and diplomatic point of view. Yet,
I believe that most of the Arab countries won’t give
up their ideology that easily, so I would say that the
relations between Israel and the Arab world may get
worse.

Sara: (Czech Republic) - While it seems evident
that this agreement will certainly shift the political
dynamics in the Middle East, it is hard to predict how
exactly. It isn’t entirely unlikely that there may be one
or two other countries that may join the UAE and
Bahrain in recognizing Israel and cooperating with it,
yet I do not think this current agreement will lead to a
profound change in the way Israel is viewed through-
out Arab countries. The UAE and Bahrain may not
have great qualms about becoming closer with Israel,
but other Arab states, especially those that house
large Palestinian populations most likely won’t be as
keen. Jordan, for instance, hasn’t been particularly
friendly towards Israel in recent years, despite the two
countries formally having open relations, owing most
probably to an ever-increasing Palestinian portion of
its population.

Sara: (Czech Republic) - While it seems evident
that this agreement will certainly shift the political
dynamics in the Middle East, it is hard to predict how
exactly. It isn’t entirely unlikely that there may be one
or two other countries that may join the UAE and
Bahrain in recognizing Israel and cooperating with it,
yet I do not think this current agreement will lead to a
profound change in the way Israel is viewed through-
out Arab countries. The UAE and Bahrain may not
have great qualms about becoming closer with Israel,
but other Arab states, especially those that house
large Palestinian populations most likely won’t be as
keen. Jordan, for instance, hasn’t been particularly
friendly towards Israel in recent years, despite the two
countries formally having open relations, owing most
probably to an ever-increasing Palestinian portion of
its population.

; What does it represent that the

Palestinian people were once more ex-

cluded from dialogue regarding peace in the
Middle East?

Luka: (US) - I would disagree with this question.
I feel like it is the opposite. Now more than ever,
Palestinians and the Palestinian cause have been dis-
regarded by most of the international world. I would
say this is because of Israel’s dominance and strength
in this conflict and Palestinian division amongst the
West Bank and Gaza, as well as the apparent corrup-
tion and illegitimacy of the Palestinian Authority. The
peace process between the two governments has been
abandoned.
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“The UAE and
Bahrain can see
the strengthening
of the
cooperation as an
opportunity to
convince lIsrael in
giving Palestine a
defined land.”

s

Maher, Palestine F".,w
. A
Event, Albania
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Juliana: (Brazil) - Student doesn’t feel comfortable
answering.

Emilie: (Palestine) - The Arab world is not inter-
ested in the Palestinian cause, as seen in its very evi-
dent ambivalence and polarization of middle eastern
politics, and it has become increasingly evident that it
is merely using the excuse of being a political activist
for Palestinians to justify the deals recently enacted
between them in Israel. The deal did suspend an of-
ficial Israeli annexation of the West Bank, though this
does not mean that no unofficial annexation will occur
as it does at this very moment. During the Palestinian
Authority’s lockdown due to the covid-19 pandemic,
a new Israeli settlement within the parameters of the
identified Palestinian Territories was launched. This
shows that suspending or freezing an official annexa-
tion is not synonymous with a lack thereof. This deal
clearly conveyed the message that Arab states will
not be awaiting Palestinian satisfaction with Israel as
it was completely left out of the discussion for each
to pursue their own political interests, at the expense
of others.

Noam: (Israel) - It just shows the all too common
way of acting of many nations, not just other Arab
nations. there is a tendency amongst many countries
to ignore Palestine and the plight of the Palestinian
people unless it is directly comfortable or useful to
them at that moment. The deplorable act of not even
letting them participate is once again an emblematic
symptom of a larger ongoing problem.

Marija: (Lithuania) - For Israel, leaving the
Palestinian situation out of the picture and putting
economic and diplomatic relations first create more
incentives of worsening the situation between the two
countries. This specific conflict has been one of the
most complicated issues in the Middle East; hence,
by improving the surrounding relations, the situation
might be perceived from a more positive perspective,
yet it cannot be taken away from the picture.

Maher & Event: (Palestine & Albania) - This
shows that the Arab countries are slowly realizing
how embedded Israel is in the Middle East and real-
izing the opportunities arising by cooperating with it.
As a result of cooperation with Israel, the UAE and

B

“Iselating the
Palestinian people
and leaving them

out of political
negotiations is a
mere way to push
US-Israeli political
agenda in
illegitimating the
Palestinian cause.”
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Emilie, Palestine

N (EMIS Class of 2021)
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Bahrain can see this as an opportunity to convince
Israel in giving Palestine a defined land, but as of now,
this does not deem well for the Palestinian Authority,
because the Arab countries are ignoring to put it in
the equation.

Cecilia: (Italy) - In my opinion, the Palestinian
people live such reality daily and the agreement is a
formalized example of what they have to deal with
every day: exclusion.

Sara: (Czech Republic) - The fact that the
Palestinians were not included in the conversation
about this agreement, while perhaps disheartening,
is not surprising. It is a reflection of reality. The sta-
tus quo in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has existed
for such a long time, that it has created lethargy and
disinterest. The Arab world has grown progressively
more tired of the Palestinian cause and has become
eager to work with Israel as it has grown stronger.
Moreover, the Palestinians do not currently command
enough political capital on the international stage to
significantly impact the deal on their own, so they
are left at the discretion of the Arab world, which
isn’t necessarily obligated to include them or listen
to them.

q Do you think the improvement of rela-

tions between Israel and some Arab
countries can be seen as an opportunity to
renew the peace process between Israel and
Palestine?

Luka: (US) - Definitely. It is never too late to call
both sides together for a fair and transparent peace
process for both sides.

Juliana: (Brazil) - There is a main issue blocking
the success of a peace deal: the price of peace for
Israel is still higher than the cost of continuing the
conflict with the way it is at the moment - the fallback
option. Making the concessions required by the PA
would mean losing military control, a high increase
in security risks, loss of power over water resources,
and expensive relocation of settlements. Yet, there
is also resistance and inflexibility in the Palestinian
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About

The Green Up Program aims to provide a platform
for students, staff and associates of EMIS and the
Green Village to engage in activism, advocacy
and entrepreneurship that contributes to local,
regional and global sustainability.

Green Up complements classroom learning with
practical, real-world learning that empowers
students to find their expression of impact in
society. The program integrates all academic
subjects and builds connections between diverse
fields of study, and offers a bridge between the
world of education and society.

Program Aims

© Provide students with tools & training to
become environmental leaders through:
a. Environmental advocacy and activism,
b. Entrepreneurial and social ventures,
c. Implementing innovative and technological
solutions.

©® Empower students to use their environmental
leadership skills and abilities upon their return
to their home communities, understanding the
relationship between local and global contexts.

Cooperation
with Green Team

* Green Up Coordinator acts as
advisor to Green Team activities

© Create a network of activists and practitioners
within the student body, the Green Village, and
with external organizations to maximize ability to
make an impact.

* Core team of ~20 active students
with two peer leaders who carry out
initiatives and campaigns

O Increase environmental awareness within
EMIS and the Green Village.

O Initiate on-site sustainability initiatives at

the EMIS campus, in partnership with Green
Village. [e.g. conscious consumption of resources
(electricity, water), packaging waste management
and recycling, food waste management, food
production and gardening, etc.]

* ‘Green ambassadors’ to the
entire student body and partnering
organizations

Activism
& Advocacy

Initiate and manage
campalgns, exhibitions, and
demonstrations

to enable and advance
awareness and actlon

on environmental issues for
the and

MATURE
COMSERVATION

Climatechange

Range of Impact

Exampies. (eganice a beach dean-up, anending
chimate demansoration, wrine kefters o

=y govermment officials, socis medis campaign,
a n ° L=l & hodding an onlesk confersnos
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White night of limitless funl

This year’s white night was brought to life with a sunset on our campus under the starry
sky. The white night brought teachers, staff and students together and gave them a chance
to work together with our school’s social committee and bring to life amazing workshops,
activities, and events on different parts of the campus. At EMIS, the white night is an
opportunity for our students, teachers, and staff members to share their interests and
passions while learning in a fun and innovative ways that are different from the normal
day — to — day class learning. DP2; Sofia Breganni from ltaly organizing Feminism
workshop. Even with the threat of COVID-19 which is still eminent, our students could
not be stopped. students took all the necessary precautions and ensured that our white
night tradition does not fade away. As the first social activity since the beginning of our
academic year, it was crucial for students and teachers to ensure a night of fun, learning,
and most importantly strengthening friendships. Pre-DP students during one of the many
workshops of the night. The most successful workshop of the night was the Feminism
workshop. In the Feminism workshops, students organized a safe and welcoming space
to accommodate dialogue and sharing of experiences that women go through. During
the workshop, videos of feminist demonstrations, inspiring phrases, and paintings by our
art students were hanged and projected on walls. Students reflecting on feminist stories
hanged on walls. To conclude, the evening certainly could not miss a pinch of madness.
In fact, a fashion show and contest was set up for the most beautiful pajamas in school.
Needless to say, it was a full style battle that ended with 80s music and lots of enthusiasm.
Preparing for Pajamas contest - The EMIS white night brought the spirit of EMIS to life. The
White night is just one example of the enthusiasm our students have for doing something
for others. At EMIS, student—led activities are a very important part of campus life. We
like to define them as real moments of the community as the involvement that is created
and the maturity with which the organization is faced is surprising. During the night, the
Universal language of fun and respect echoed throughout the whole campus. In this
paradise surrounded by greenery, peacocks, and flags of all nationalities, smiles, laughter
and the desire to learn are something that unites everyone. Noam, DP2 student The white
night was just the first social event of this new year and it must be admitted that it was a
great start. We can’t wait to tell you about other new news that will come soon, stay tuned
because the best has yet to come.
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STORYTELLING FOR ACTIVISM WORKSHOP

* Sarah Perle - workshop facilitator

With knowledge comes responsibility:

at EMIS, we make sure that the students
acquire tools and methods to transform
what they learn into action and impact. As
part of a new "Environmental Leadership
and Activism" series, the students took part
in a "Storytelling for Activism" workshop.

In order to effect societal change on issues
that matter, they practiced telling stories

in a way that will create curiosity, evoke
empathy, and communicate a clear call for
action.

Each EMIS student has a personal story
that can inspire change - we simply must
practice telling these stories
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impatient, overthinking, and emotional person, I've
always been trying to take a temporary step away
from the chaos in this world, which never worked
through yoga and meditation, but art became my
short escape from reality. A needed break. My
art often reflects thoughts that have been running
through my mind, political events that made me re-
act, and emotions that I only can control if I can put
them on a canvas. Art, for me, isn’t only a way to
express myself but it is also a way for me to explore
my political perspectives without words. A big part
of being a student at EMIS is to reflect and analyze
different events, discussions, activities, and emo-
tions, and everyone has their own way of doing so,
mine just happened to be on a canvas.
Wilda Wilund Lundstrom, Sweden,
class of 2021

* %k %

It creeps up on you, the end of the world.

My mom’s Passover flight was cancelled. Then
my June flight. 'm not sure if we’re going to try
for September. Will there be a flight in December?

My wonderful roommate, Maya, and her fam-
ily took me in for the summer. I couldn’t explore
Israel much, as the second wave welled up. I missed
home. [ missed my family and my friends and the
mountains I grew up in. But I was okay. Until I
wasn’t.

My great-aunt passed away. She was like a grand-
mother to me. When she was hospitalized, even my
mother couldn’t go see her, due to Covid-19 restric-
tions. It pains me to think how terrible, how fright-
ening that must have been for her, when she was
isolated in the hospital like that. She died alone. It
all happened so fast. There’s nothing to be done, at
a time like that. Nothing I could have done. There’s
no flight soon enough, no quarantine or testing fast
enough, that could’ve allowed me to be with her
before she died, to hold her hand, to make sure she
wasn’t alone, wasn’t afraid. It’s really hard, when
there’s nothing to be done, but you desperately want
to do something. Anything at all.

She was a proud doctor — renowned neurologist.
Tough, cranky, a bit rough around the edges, but
also a lover of knowledge, of nature, full of her own
kind of prickly love and care for her family. She al-

ways fought life’s hardships straight on and didn’t
give up. I missed her before. I miss her more now.

Grieving alone, in a foreign country, a place that
isn’t home, doesn’t look or sound or smell or even
taste like home — it feels quite hopeless. Like there’s
very little to hold onto, when all you want to do is
to never let go.

Death seems ever more present during this pan-
demic, lurking behind the corner, seeping in be-
tween the lines of news reports, statistics, govern-
ment directions. I guess we all feel a bit powerless.
I know I do.

So keep in touch with people. Check up on each
other. Help each other. Cherish the time you have
to spend with those you love, whether virtually or
in person. It’s precious. I know I will never forget
the last time I called her.

Sara Zajicova, Czech Republic,
class of 2021

* k%

My grandfather suffered a fatal heart attack and
left us this year amidst the quarantine regulations.
Due to covid-19, my grandfather was not given the
funeral and the farewell he deserved with attend-
ees only comprising of our immediate family. To
top it off, I had not seen my grandfather for two
months prior to his passing as I was stuck in Israel
quarantining with other Palestinians. This global
pandemic hindered me from saying goodbye to the
man who raised me and had big dreams for me, but
perhaps there is an underlying tone of good coming
from it. Being isolated at home without external
distractions may have perhaps shown people that a
culture of shallowness and superficial relationships
and understanding of global issues does not take
priority over loved ones and the mental health of
others around us. Being so consumed by meaning-
less, irrelevant matters, like what we’re wearing to
school tomorrow morning or an inevitable fleeting
romantic interest, has left us so unprepared for
a time of social and political uproar as we know
we now need something more than just meaning-
less conversation and senseless consolation. It has
shown us that “‘trendiness’” does not cut it, issues
that do not directly affect you mean something
regardless of whether or not you are able to relate

EMIS

EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN
INTERMNATICONAL SCHOD]

to them; lives are affected by these issues even if
we sleep better at night dismissing them merely
because it is more convenient for us. Of course
this does not mean that we have all evolved from
this global pandemic, but it does mean that we can
take that direction with it; we can evolve from it
independently at our own terms at our own pace, as
long as we do not forget to take care of ourselves, 1
know I am trying to.
Emilie Sahhar, Palestine,
class of 2021

* k%

Just four months have passed since Gili, on the
main grass, urged us not to fly home over the
Spring Break lest we catch the virus or fail to make
it back to EMIS in time.

It feels like an eternity ago.

I dismissed his advice, “of course I'm going
home, there are only 36 cases there anyway, I'll be
fine.” Oh how quickly things changed! Soon Israel
introduced a quarantine for travelers coming from
certain countries. So I cancelled my flight. Then
flights all around the world were being cancelled,
then schools were being shut down.

One day I took bets from people around school.
“How long before the Kfar closes?” |

asked them. “Two weeks,” they said. “A month.”
“Eleven days.”

That evening a lockdown was announced and the
Kfar was closed. And though EMIS remained alive,
EMISers were leaving campus one by one. We hit
an all-time low in May when just eighteen DP1s
remained on campus.

I didn’t mind the lockdown then. In fact, it was
quite beneficial. We had the Kvar to ourselves, the
boon of fresh air, it was peaceful, the dining hall
was quieter, the food was better, and school was
ongoing, so even if there were no lockdown, there
wasn’t much else I'd have done anyway.

But now, as summer is progressing and a second
wave is creeping exponentially on, 'm getting rest-
less. I'm sitting here behind my mask wondering,
will we ever return to the way things were?

Or is this the new normal?

Tom Hargil, Israel/Sweden,
class of 2021
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EMIS, one story at a time. Sharing visual stories from around the world

I have learned a
tremendous number of things at EMIS about the
region, the conflict, the world, and myself. Out of
all the new things, one lesson stood out to me the
most and it will probably impact the rest of my
life. T learned that it is always possible to initiate
something when being in a difficult situation and
that there might be a possibility for change, even
if we do not expect it. It sounds so easy, right? I
would have been able to say the same thing before
coming to EMIS, but there is something about this
place that gave me the energy to initiate things and
to turn a difficult situation into a positive one. |
think, it is the inspirational speakers came to our
school, it is the constant and sometimes annoying
reminder of “if you don’t like it, then change it”, it
is the support from our mentors, but mainly, it is
the community itself. At EMIS, I found people who
enjoy working on projects and who are willing to
dedicate a lot of time.

Of course, creating new ideas and initiating new
projects can always be frustrating because there
is conflict everywhere in this world and on every
level of our lives — from personal to ideological.
EMIS gave me the energy to overcome these frus-
trations and to accept them simply as a part of the
process and to also see their benefits because the
different ideas and discussions around or during a
project shape it and make it more impactful.

I cannot tell what specific event sparked this
change and let me believe in the impact we can have
because it were many different small interactions,
conversations, and stories.

Xenia Kremer, Germany,
class of 2021

e Luka Wohl, Hawaii, DP2, Flo Bierens, The Netherlands, DP2

* %%

My friend Luka asked me to write something
about how I changed in 2 years of life at EMIS. Let
me start with how I got in EMIS school. When 1
was in Myanmar (Burma) [ always dream to study
in an International school to get better Education.
One day I meet with Ilay. He is a volunteer from
Israel. We have a long conversation and finally, he
decided to help me to get the scholarship that EMIS
is giving. Then I got this opportunity to fulfil my
dreams.

The first footsteps on Israel land was a journey to
a new planet for me. When I entered to EMIS area
I knew it was going to be my new home but to me,
I don’t feel it. The first day at EMIS was one of the
biggest challenges that I ever had. The challenges
are being with new people, a new language, new
couture, new community and subjects that I am
going to learn. It was very difficult for me. After
a year I have learned almost everything that was
difficult for at the beginning. My first of the school
year I couldn’t understand what the teachers are
teaching. But I got a chance to repeated my Pre-1B
year it helped me a lot to learn everything I miss
or understood.

This year I am really happy with the EMIS com-
munity. Now, to me, I feel like this my home that I
will never forget and Will keeps it be apart of my
life story. I like the subjects that I am taking these
years because they are interested in subjects. My
English is getting better than last year and I get a lot
of new friends then lest year, this is a big change for

me. I even created a project called @Global Youth
Development a small organization for Youth and
promoting the Education for the people who want
to improve their English and general development. I
continue my project with my classmates and teach-
ers to achieve my gold.

Message: School teaches you to understand the
world. So, if you are learning from school, you
might know what the world needs from you.

Htay Aung-Teo Myanmar (Burma)
class 2023 Be Happy

* k%

My quarantine roommate and friend, Flo, asked
me to write something about art, a subject that is
very close to my heart, and a creative form that
makes life a bit easier for me. There are so many
things going on in the world today, extremely rele-
vant and important events, but I just felt like writing
about something that has made me very happy and
calm during these abnormal and unstable times. I
started painting around three years ago and have
always liked all sorts of creative subjects, but art
never had any time limit that I needed to take into
consideration, I could always just pick up a paint-
brush and paint when I felt like it. I often paint
during the night until the sun goes up and realize
that I have been painting for way too many hours. I
lose track of time. I lose track of my surroundings,
and I lose track of my sense of reality. Everything
becomes simple through the eyes of art. As a very
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Lately, the Italian government decided to lift the
restrictions of the lockdown. Bars, restaurants,
museums, parks, and libraries are reopened, and
we are finally allowed to see friends and family.
Moreover, the number of cases is significantly
going down every day. However, I can’t deny the
fact that I am still processing the situation we are
all facing. Whenever I think about it, I have an
image stuck in my mind (slide to the right to see
it). Those are military trucks conveying coffins of
Coronavirus victims from Bergamo to a cremation
center since there is no more space for them in the
hospitals. I believe anybody would feel shocked
and scandalized after seeing and realizing the story
behind this image.

However, even though the situation is dramatic,
I believe we should all take this huge crisis as an
opportunity to evolve. If we look back in history,
other pandemics were crucial for the development
of our society. For instance, the Spanish flu played
a significant role in the empowerment of women
in the world. I am sure the Coronavirus crisis will
have its positive impacts in our future and will help
for the continued and sustainable development of
humanity. Crises are unfortunately an essential
part for any further growth and necessary in order
to counter any future crises more effectively, with
the hope that what happened in Bergamo won't
happen again.

Edoardo Nicotra, ltaly,
class of 2020

* %%

It has been a crazy last few months. We can all
agree on this. At first, being asked to talk about
coronavirus, I wanted to describe how Italy's soci-
ety and economy was hit by it. After a bit though, I
decided to focus more on how I personally was af-
fected by this pandemic. I believe what our country
is going through defines and influences us much
less than what we are going through as individu-
als. Corona-virus drastically changed my plans for
the future and interrupted suddenly the ending my
EMIS experience. It was certainly a hard hit, but it
also taught me a lot.

First of all, this pandemic gave me a sense of
perspective on how little influence we have on the
course of our lives. It might feel disarming to know
that often you can do absolutely nothing to improve
your situation, but I believe it is something we all
should acknowledge. I think that once you accept
that you have no power over many things that hap-
pen, you can try to make the most out of what you
have. You will also be able to focus all your ener-
gies on those things that you are able to improve,
which fortunately are still loads.

Furthermore, it reminded me of the importance
of being alone. While being at EMIS I was rarely
alone, which was great because social life is fun.
But I realized its downsides only once I noticed
that [ had basically forgotten how to be alone. These
months, having to stay at home, I had the opportu-
nity of spending a lot of time by my self. It was hard
at times, since I had quite a few reasons to be sad.
But it also reminded me of how important it is to al-
ways be in contact with our feelings and our mind.

Finally, I realised once more how privileged I
am, being able to quarantine my self in a house
with Netflix and every kind of comfort. We should
not forget that even though the virus itself doesn't
discriminate, its consequences certainly do and it's
the weakest part of society that are worstly affected.

I invite all of you to take this crisis as an oppor-
tunity to reflect upon yourself and the world that
surrounds you, trying always to keep a positive
attitude and to enjoy what we have.

Jaime Musso, Italy/Germany,
class of 2020

* %%

I am honestly still trying to process and under-
stand this situation. I believe that many people still
have no idea of how dangerous it can be to spread
this virus because even though we are all exposed
to it, not everyone is looking at the news or facing
the daily fight against COVID-19, and I understand
why.

What I mean by that is- you shouldn't feel obli-
gated to check the number of deaths every day (it
is scary, and not everyone has to handle seeing it),
but you should take care of your mental and physi-
cal health, and surely, try your best to stay at home
for now.

In Brazil, many people cannot work from home,
and to be able to eat and pay their bills, they have
to go out and risk their lives every day. Therefore,
it's tricky to expect everyone to stay at home when
not all of us can. So, considering this, I think it is
also tricky to control what is happening right now.

While I was still at EMIS, I could see a bit of the
struggle and how everyone was worried about it.
However, once I left campus and came back home,
I could see even more how scared people were, and
I also started to get more anxious about the situa-
tion. Therefore, I get to the point that even though
the world is a mess right now, we should focus on
fighting this together.

In my country, I see that more people are helping
each other, I see communities and churches mak-
ing donations and strangers trying their best to see
others protected, and I think that everyone else
should also recognize and try it as well. Even with
many people doing amazing things, I also fear vio-
lence and the other harmful consequences of this
pandemic, not only in my country but also abroad.
Thus, this is why I am taking the opportunity to
write to invite you to look at the broad situation and
continue to be emphatic with each other.

Beatriz Oliveira da Silva, Brazil,
class of 2020
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A bit of time ago I was asked to write about my
corona experience, or alternatively about some-
thing that EMIS has changed about me. Originally
I was going to go with the first option, but after
one paragraph with a bit too much description of
Netflix shows I decided to try my hand at the sec-
ond one. And this got me thinking (as that’s what
I was asked to do) what has EMIS changed about
me? This is a tough question, I don’t think many
of my political views changed, I've always found
my place in the fringes or in the mainstream so
that wasn’t really opposed by anyone at any point.
Rather I think my outlook on life with other people
changed drastically. A friend of mine who has at
this point graduated told me something in my first
week at EMIS: “EMIS is an amplifier, the good
things feel better than ever and the bad things are
the worst you've ever felt”. This idea impacted me
strongly, and while part of me thought I should aim
for consistently okay levels of happiness or sadness
during my time I ended up going to both extremes,
and I don’t regret this in the slightest. This year
has been one of the hardest years of my life, I had
a lot of people who I lost contact with whether will-
ingly or unwillingly. But it was spectacular, I made
amazing friends and I learned to live with people
who aren’t my family, who I don’t always know will
be there. I am so happy for the hardships and for
the goods this year has brought me and I feel better
prepared than ever to deal with other people in the
best way possible. That’s what EMIS changed about
me. I have no idea what it will be but I know that I
can't wait for whatever comes ahead.

Noam Aharony, Israel,
class of 2021

* k%

To be honest, I am kind of tired of discussing the
coronavirus and I think I am not alone in this. It
has become such an abundant part of our everyday
life affecting the majority of our thoughts and ac-
tions. However, I wanted to take this time, like my
peers, and reflect on my experience. I encourage
everyone to see both sides of the medal, though the
negative consequences seem to outweigh the posi-
tive ones in this case. It started off when schools
were closing and the last thing I wanted is to risk
staying on campus over the summer, so as soon
as it was announced we could leave, I was able to
get on the last plane back home, extremely thank-
ful to my amazing parents for that. And this leads
me to my main point, being home with my family.
Quarantining with my family after months of not
living with them was truly a rollercoaster with its
ups and downs. From small things as my mom
judging my “new’” attitude to heart-warming mo-
ments shared with my parents and younger brother.
Ultimately, I realized I enjoyed the quarantine. I
am fortunate enough to have had food on my plate
despite a global economic crisis and have a balcony
in our apartment where I could sit down and enjoy
“the indoor-outdoor”. I realized I did not miss go-
ing out on the daily, seeing the same faces at the
usual brunch spot. I realized what I would do on
a daily back home did not appeal to me anymore.
Of course, I missed hanging with my friends, but
I knew I would eventually be able to meet up with
them again so that did not worry me. I think quar-
antine highlighted a worry of mine, which I have
not been able to fulfill. As mentioned, I felt like
there was not something driving me to go out there
and interact with humans again, unless that would
include a passion of mine, something which would
fulfill not only me but also people surrounding me.
I appreciate the pandemic for bringing me closer to
my thoughts and emphasizing my personal needs.
I truly hope everyone could have taken their time
to reflect on what makes them happy and keeps
them going, because as we all experienced life can
surprise you when you were not expecting it and
that’s what makes it beautiful.

Event Sharku, Albania,
class of 2021

* %%

Before Coronavirus hit Israel, I remember feel-
ing more scared by the idea of being quarantined
and alone than being infected by the disease itself.
When the ministry of education forced us to leave
EMIS, I had to face this fear. When you are alone
and trapped at home, every emotion is felt more
intensely, and every thought is repeated over and
over. You also start to lose a sense of purpose and
time, every day is the same: Alone at home, doing
the same things, wearing the same pajamas to class
every day. Ironically though, this led me to be the
most updated and connected to global events I
have ever been. When there is nothing to do, and
Instagram and tiktok become a part of your daily
routine rather than a luxury, you start to look into
world news. I don’t know that this was necessar-
ily a good thing. Being aware is always good, but
during quarantine every little event around the
world would be like a weight on my shoulders,
and every detail and emotion regarding the event
would linger and swirl in my head all week. Its
overwhelming to know so much and feel so pas-
sionate about global issues while being trapped at
home and unable to take action. I had to learn the
hard way how to deal with myself when I am alone,
and immersing myself into global events until I
myself become a channel of all the negative and
terrible news of the world, was not a solution. I had
to learn to give myself purpose, and to know who I
am when I am not surrounded by people. In many
ways, I am thankful for Corona. I may have not
changed a lot, but I know I am stronger. This time
forced me to learn things about myself which can-
not be unlearnt by any other person, I am the most
updated and connected to myself I have ever been.
Despite this, many challenges still face us. The
summer holiday is going to be tougher than most
summers, but hopefully resilience will triumph
and allow me to become even stronger than before.

I hope everyone knows that its ok to feel lonely
and lost, you need to experience this to find your
way again. Everyone has different ways of coping
with things, but I hope everyone also remembers
to take time to immerse and invest in themselves.

Noam Vapni, Israel,
class of ‘21
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