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The Green Village is a
Part of the Global Village

Yonatan Gadot and Noam Nizri, 11th/2
| Yedioth Aharonot Hakefar Hayarok

An interview with the new
international school students.
Where did you learn about
the international school? How did
you decide to join it?

Sultan, 16, from Ramalla: "I learned
about the international school from its
website, and I decided to join it because
it seemed as an opportunity to have
new experiences and to learn about
other cultures. I also want to be a part
of achieving the school goal — to make
the education a force to achieve peace
and stability in the Middle East".

Conberk Bal, 16, from Turkey: "I
heard about the school a year ago and

decided I want to join it. We were
interviewed on skype about our grades,
and about our extra-school activities,
like arts and sports. Every student here
has a variety of hobbies and areas of
interests — and that one of the reasons I
find this school so interesting".

How is the cultural
expressed in your daily life?

Mahmoud Marzouq, 16, from Bet
Lehem: "Everyone here respects each
other's culture and religion so we feel
comfort to keep our tradition as we do
in our homes. For example, I continue
to pray every day".

How is Israel different from the way
it was presented in your country and
from what you expected?

Eng Sou, 16, from Cambodia: "Before

variety

I came here I heard mostly about the
politics and the conflict between Israel
and Palestine. Now that I'm here it
seems really different than in TV, and
it feels much safer. It's also really hotter
than I expected. My visit didn’t affect
only my point of view but my family's
and friends' opinions as well. Before |
came here they didn't know a lot about
Israel, but after I told I'm about to come
here they learned about it, and I think
they help people learn about Israel
through my stories".

Can you describe a really good

experience you had in Hakfar
Hayarok?
Everyone: "The disco parties on

Fridays! We all love the idea of Shabat
and a big family dinner".
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Eden Sinderovsky, 12th/8

| Yedioth Aharonot Hakefar Hayarok
In what ways do you think that
e this school is a breakthrough in
education, in Israel or around
the world?

"I think it's innovative and necessary
because of its mission for sustainable peace
in the Middle-East, and by extension — the
world. I believe education is a platform
from which politician could learn a great
deal."

Do you think that in the educational
sense this school has something to offer
that could be better than the norm?
Other than the education for peace?

"First of all, we have the IB diploma
program, and it is world-renowned. The
students in 1Ith and 12th grades that
successfully graduate are sought-after
by universities. It is an international
curriculum for school, and students that
hold this diploma get a lot of opportunities,
both for university and post-university, in
career options."

In what way do you think the
international school helps shape Israel's
image in the world? How do you think
in changes the students' perception of

Israel?

"I think it will definitely change people's
perception of Israel. Not only the students
here, but also the faculty and the staff
— everyone that's involved. The school's
mission for sustainable peace is important
both locally and regionally, and then also
worldwide."

What made you want to set this school
here and have such a diverse population
of students and all of the difficulties that
come with it, despite it all?

"l have worked overseas as a director
for 15 years, and I just love international
education. I think that students that get this
kind of opportunity have not only a different
perspective, but multiple perspectives. I've
been working in Turkey for quite a few
years, and | decided that I wanted to do
something important, something that had
more of an impact on my life. When I read
about this school, in Israel — a conflict
region — where students from all around
the world, including Palestinians, come to
learn together... It's such a rich fabric, and
I wanted to be a part of this new project
that could really be a platform for change
in Israel and abroad."

What is your vision for the future?

"That the school would be

be successful and happy, that
this school will change their
perspective and their lives, that
people within Israel will see that
young people, the future leaders of
the world, can be more global, more open-
minded, more peace-seeking than we may
have been in the past, and that it would
benefit the world in the long-run.

"We have students from Israel, we have
Palestinian students and students from

11"X11,"27170 7010 ,11°2
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successful, the students would “ TI'NIN71']1 &
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other countries, and they are
all becoming one, cohesive
; r community. In a way, it shows
that education can pave the
way to a better future."
Were there any difficulties,
setting this school up and getting all
sorts of 'green lights' and all the things
necessary in order to open a school?

"Yes. I'm attracted to working at new,
developing schools, but they are a real
challenge. Nothing is in place, so you have
to build everything from scratch. We had
to get all kinds of confirmations about the
IB program and the security issues, but we
managed to get the needed authorizations
and opened the school as planned. Not all
the systems and resources are quite yet
established, but we're getting closer every
day."

"The Kfar campus is a really special
place. The first time I was here was in
December, and it is an amazing community,
like a farm with all the animals... It's a very
interesting, diverse place and it's the perfect
location to open an international school. I
believe we're very fortunate, and I admire
and respect Cisco. I'm very pleased this had
worked out."
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Creating
New Bonds

The Delegation to the USA

Gilli Reis Sacks, 11/8
| Yedioth Aharonot Hakefar Hayarok

This October, nine kids from the 11th
e grade flew to Oklahoma - a state in the

USA, with a lot of excitement and some
fears. I am so grateful I got to be one of them.

We were hosted by Christian teenagers
and their families, after a spectacular week
with them we all flew to Washington DC. In
Washington we met with another 80 Israeli and
American teenagers. We traveled together and
had interesting discussions. We then headed
to New York City, where we also traveled and
experienced new things.

The whole trip was overwhelming - Being
hosted by families from a different culture and
environment and experiencing their lifestyle
like going on "trick or treat" on Halloween or
visiting the bombing memorial in Oklahoma
city, is a once in a life time opportunity.

We created new bonds with teenagers from
different states in the US and from all over
Israel, bonds that will hopefully lead to lifetime
friendships.

I truly recommend going on this adventure, I
learned so many new things and met interesting
people, as well as had lots and lots of fun.
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Getting to Know

Hakefar Hayarok students in a sentimental journey

Uri Mimon 12th/8, Gabriel Munitz 12th/9
| Yedioth Aharonot Hakefar Hayarok

On April 4th ,2014 ,a small group of students
e in the 11th grade from the Hakfar Hayarok
including me, packed their bags
and went to the airport to start a week of
sentimental journey in Germany as a part of
a student exchange program.

As expected when arriving to Leipzig - a
beautiful city in the eastern Germany ,each
student was brought to a different home,
accompanied with his host. Every one of us
had the chance to meet his host and his family
deeply and dip into their lives and culture.

Our journey had some very important parts such
as visiting a concentration camp called Buchenwald
(located 8 kilometers from Weimar) where we had a
very emotional ceremony that had a big impact on us

PR

and the Germans due to its intentions to bring us closer
and stronger after all our nation has been through.

On the next day, we went to Dresden ,a renovated
city In which we had a guided tour by their history

teacher (Klaus) who led us to all the interesting sites
including the Dresden Frauenkirche and The
Fiirstenzug — the Saxon sovereigns depicted

in Meissen porcelain.
On our last day we were traveling
in Berlin, the capital city of Germany.
In Berlin we visited the Reichstag but
unfortunately we couldn't enter it. We also
were in the memorial to the murdered Jews

of Europe.

Apart from the learning program of this journey, we
had a lot of free time to bond with the local students and
explore what Leipzig has to offer. We met a lot of new
friends and got to know our host so when they come to
Israel we would already know each other.

Until (Italy)
setls us apart

Hakefar delegation to ltaly
was a great success

Liam Kimel, 11th/2
| Yedioth Aharonot Hakefar Hayarok

I didn't know all the member of the

Israeli delegation at the

beginning. When
we first met I remember
myself thinking "what if
I didn’t get along with
every one?" I soon found
my doubts baseless.

We set out o our journey
15 students in total. We
where accompanied by two
(great!) teachers ,Roy Aviv and
Anna Kogan. For some of us it was the first
trip to Italy and for others it was their first
ever trip abroad. Needless to say we were very
exited.

At the Airport, just before the flight, Roy
gave every student a copy of part of a dictionary
and some advice.

When we got to Italy we were welcomed
by our hosts and immediately the fun began!
Time passes quickly when you have fun as
the old saying goes and we had plenty of fun!
We visited important landmarks ate in cool
restaurants (plenty of the best pasta and pizza!)
and had fun talking to each other.

But not all was just fun. We also learned a
lot. We took part in the Italian English classes
and took a tour of their school. We also did a
project in mixed groups, trying to organize an
event that will help bring together Israeli and
Italian people alike.

In the end, the delegation was one of, if not
the most, amazing and outstanding experience
of my life. The friends I have made, Israeli and
Italian alike, will stay with me forever and I
will cherish the moments I have spent with
them until eternity.
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A Fascinating,
Informative, Unique Trip

11th grade students are impressed with Austria

Dan Mendelevich and Ella Lotan 11th/2
| Yedioth Aharonot Hakefar Hayarok

At the beginning of the Sukkot holiday, we

met at the Ben Gurion international airport

our school-mates and chaperons, Shay Dar and
Hanna Rozen. Sleep deprived and excited, we were
unaware of the amazing experience we were going to
have.

As we landed in Vienna, we were accompanied to
the BRG Landweidstrasse School in Linz. On the way
there, we already were mesmerized by the astonishingly
beautiful, green landscapes: primordial and sprawling
forests, peaceful lakes, tempestuous rivers, hills (that
are worthy of being called mountains, in Israel) and
snow-capped mountains. Our Austrian hosts greeted
us in a most warm and excited way and we split to
the hosts' houses for the weekend. Then, we had the
opportunity to bond with the hosts' families, as we

traveled with them around Austria, and participated
in their every-day life. Some visited Vienna, others
traveled around the countryside.

On Monday, we presented our country and our
school in front of the Austrian students.
After the presentation, we participated
in a physics workshop planned by the
school. From there on, our delegations
proceeded to visit landmarks in Linz
and its surroundings. Notable sites were
the Ars Electronica center, where we
experienced futuristic technology and art;
the Hallstatt salt mines (in which mining has
begun 7000 years ago, “even before the Egyptian
pyramids were built”), with their tunnel systems
and fun slides; the vast Danube River, where we
had a boat trip, and the beautiful town of Steyr. We
especially enjoyed the Hohenrausch museum, where

we could play on a large inflatable surface with a
huge inflatable ball.

As a concluding event, together, we prepared and

consumed a meal that consisted both of Austrian
and Israeli cuisine. Next morning, we parted
and said our farewells. It was an entirely
different experience. Instead of staying
at a hotel with our relatives, we had an
opportunity to be a part of our hosts'
families and experience their culture
and traditions, while hanging out with
our newfound friends. Such immersion in
a culture is inaccessible in other ways of
traveling, an entirely different experience than the
one we're used to when traveling abroad. It truly was
a fascinating, informative, fun and unique trip. We
hope to stay in touch with our Austrian friends, and
all of us look forward to their visit in Israel!

New experiences in Amsterdam

The Kfar’s delegation to Holland learned a lot and had fun

Abed Kadry, 11th/2
| Yedioth Aharonot Hakefar Hayarok

In the Sukkot holiday this year, the 10th of
October, 13 junior class students set off on a
one-week journey to The Netherlands. Just like
all the other students, I have been hosted by a student of
the Zeister Vrije-School and his family for the week, and
we all traveled and toured with our hosts in the nearby
areas throughout the week.
On the first day we visited the “Rijksmuseum”, and

a Jewish youth movement called ‘“Haboneim”, both

in Amsterdam. We traveled to “Gauda”, the
homeplace of the famous Gauda cheese.
We visited both protestant and catholic
churches, one of them being the
cathedral of Saint Martin in Utrecht. On

the last day we went to see a replica of

the Batavia, a ship which was wrecked

near the western islands of Australia.
And of-course we went “shopping” after
our trips (everyday). In the rest of the time,

T17112 DM7NN DINA1120 TN

we socialized with our hosts and other students we met
at their school.

Throughout this week, a strong vibe of euphoria

was felt among the students, both from Israel

and from Holland. Both sides were glad to

hear about each-other’s countries’ diverse

cultures, and sometimes we even had political

conversations with each-other. But no matter

when, all throughout the trip, everyone was

trying out new experiences, and having fun

doing so.
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