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Annual School trip
DP1 & Cambridge

Beniamin Strzelecki DP1

Some of us went to a musk or a
synagogue for the first time in our
lives. For others it was the first time
when they slept in a kibutz. Some
has already visited all of those
places before but now they had a
chance to come there with friends
from all over the world.

During our annual trip we
discovered a huge part of
culture and history of Israel and
got much more into each other.
On Wednesday morning DP1s,
Cambridge and the staff took off
and headed to the north on Israel.
Our first destiny was Akko, where

besides old town, we went to both
synagogue and musk. Later, we
visited two impressive natural sites:
Rosh Hanikra and Adamit National
Park. One of the best parts took
place in the evening when we
finally arrived to kibutz where we
slept. Each mentor group has
prepared and activity for the rest
of students. Undoubtedly, we had a
lot of fun sometimes literally rolling
on the floor and laughing. Mentor
groups prepared: satire about a
day in EMIS, teachers mimics, quiz
about EMIS, coke drinking game
and some physical activity.

On a subsequent day, we woke up

early and after breakfast travelled
to Arbel cliff, another picturesque
site. Thanks to game which
organised DP1’s guide Adam and
sufficient caution, the hike gave us
a lot of pleasure. The last place we
visited before going back school
was Christian town Capharnaum.

We would like to thank school
administration for the trip. We had a
chance to know much more about
Israel, especially its history and
religions, which are also present
inside EMIS community and have
a huge impact on our everyday
life. Understanding is a first step to
acceptance and better life together.

Jerusalem Week Paragraph

Ameen Haj Yahia

Recently, our students had the
chance to go on an amazing
opportunity under which they
were able to visit Jerusalem, see
its holy sites, conduct projects
within the city, to learn outside the
classroom, and to connect their
learning with the mission of the
school. Jerusalem Week, which
took place on the 30th of January
to the 1st of February, was an
opportunity for students to engage
with their surroundings and to learn
more through seeing different parts
of the city and hearing different
opinions on the city.

On the first day, the students
had the chance to undergo an
extensive tour of the city and to
visit holy sites central to the beliefs
of all three Abrahamic religions,
those being the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, The Western Wall,
and the Agsa Mosque (Haram Al-
Sharif). In addition, the students

had the chance to see other sites
and to walk through all the quarters
of the Old City.

After dinner at the Gloria Hotel,
where the students stayed for the
days of the project, the students
had the chance to engage in a
panel with Palestinian and Israeli
experts on Jerusalem and the
conflict, which allowed students to
consider additional views on the
city. On the second day, students
had the ability to overtake a project
of their own planning in the city,
in order to research learn more
about the city and its functionings.
As such, students went in person
to research many topics, ranging
from political views to urban
planning and education. Students
visited NGOs, schools, the UN
offices, and many other places.
That same evening, students
paid a visit to Jerusalem Venture
Partners (JVP) to learn more about
entrepreneurship in the city and to

hear a talk from a representative of
the Quartet on economic and social
development within the Palestinian
Territories and its relation to peace
building.

Finally, on the third day, students
had the chance to reflect within
their group about their learning over
the past few days. The students did
a problem-solving workshop and
presented their findings during the
week to their fellow schoolmates.
Overall, Jerusalem Week was a
wonderful opportunity in which
students learned much about the
conflict, Jerusalem, religions and
the connections of many people
to the city, and about a myriad
of subjects and aspects of the
city itself. Most importantly, the
students learned about themselves
and their relation to conflict; the
students learned to listen to new or
opposing views and showed their
prowess at doing so over the days
of Jerusalem Week.

Nobel Peace Prize morning

Tal Sneh DP2

On October 31, EMIS students Hassan Haj and
Tamara Kanner organized the school's first ever
Nobel Peace Prize morning. Created to honor
those who have made great contributions to
world peace and recognize the traits that made
them successful in their mission, the inaugural
Peace Prize morning appropriately focused on the

founder of the prize, Mr. Alfred Nobel. Participants

split into student-led discussion groups where
they proposed an idea for social change to a
panel of judges, reconvening later to discuss the
potential negative consequences of each proposal.
Students enjoyed themselves while engaging with
deeper themes of global importance and exploring
the nature of peace.
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The first eve

Omer Ben Zvi

On Thursday 16th February, the
firstever EMIS World Cafe was held
in the Leon Charney Resolution
Centre. The Cafe was organized
by the first-year participants of the
ESP Sustainability workshop, a
weekly meeting with an external
facilitator from the Kaymanim
organization, which aims to engage
the students in the Sustainability
part of the school's mission (and
works parallel with the ESP Peace
course, which engages in the
Peace part of the school's mission).
The Cafe was held on 4pm after a
lengthy week of preparation by the
different organizing committees in
the ESP Sustainability workshop
such as design, marketing,
logistics, and celebratory
committees. The doors had to be
closed early due to overwhelming
attendance! Students sat around
the round library tables, each
table led by a host from the ESP
course. The world cafe rules,
which include compassionate
listening and honest opinions,
were then explained by the main
hosts, Omer and Emanuelle.
Peaceful discussions regarding
important matters were held

around the tables, with food
and music in the background.
Great ideas regarding the EMIS

e iy

Peace Talks Simulation 2

Marwa Tomei

My name is Marwa and I'm
from Palestine, those two days
of simulation were unique for me,
it was a great experience and |
learnt a lot throughout those two
days, | got to know many opinions
about the conflict and got the
chance to express myself freely,
we discovered many solutions
to the conflict that satisfied both
sides, it is not that hard to solve
the conflict but it needs courage
and a lot of hard work to make it
possible and to make the peace

mission achievable, | think that
we should put ourselves in
other’s shoes to understand their
situation and to feel them so we
can think about solutions to the
complicated conflict

that we are facing.

And | hope that we can

bring up our resolution

to the reality to end up

the harsh situation

that both countries

are going through and

to get the freedom for my
people.

r EMIS Worl

d Café

e

community, the Kfar environment,
and the origins of the students
and how to implement them here
at our school were raised. The
students also got a chance to get
to know their peers better through
the movement around the tables.
All in all, the first EMIS World
Cafe was a great success and a
highly educational and beneficial
activity for the EMIS community.

mir

Wil

Viva
Voce in
Reviva&

Celia

Emily Hai DP2

Viva voce is a short
interview that all of the
students, who have

submitted their Extended
Essay (EE), must do with
their EE supervisor. The EE
is an academic personal
research investigation that
each IB student must do
in his Diploma Programme.
My viva voce was quite
different from a regular viva
voce, as my supervisor
decided to take me and her
other supervised students
to a nicer environment,
away from school — to the
café ‘Reviva& Celia.’

During my viva
voce, | was asked about my
process of both writing and
dealing with challenges as
well as successes during
the writing of the essay.
This type of reflection
was very helpful for me,
as | got the opportunity to
recognize the skills | have
gained during the process
of writing the essay, all
the challenges | have
overcome, which can be
used as tips for my future
academic life at university,
and more importantly, to
celebrate the fact that |
was done with the 4,000
words essay!

Peace Talks Simulation 1

Adee Sella
On Wednesday and Thursday,
| got to participate in the Peace
Talks Simulation here at EMIS. We
were divided into three groups,
each group containing an
Israeli Delegation, a Palestinian
Delegation, and two moderators. |
was placed as an Israeli Delegate
in one of the group. The experience
proved to be more difficult than what
| expected; encountering problems
along the way we didn’t even knew
existed, while trying to fit into
the role we were given, seemed

to be a big issue to many of us.
However, those 24-hours will be an
experience | will never forget. It was
a brand-new way to learn about the
conflict, discussing it with people
from all around the world, each
bringing a perspective of their own,
while still keeping this organized
and making each person fit into their
role. It was interesting, challenging,
enlightening, and most of all, fun.
| think | left the simulation with a
better understanding of the conflict,
this time with more perspectives to
look at.
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Delegation to Zeist,

the Netherlans

Our journey to the
e small town of Zeist

began at 3 o'clock in
the morning when we all met
at the airport in our matching
orange sweatshirts. As
soon as we arrived we were
warmly welcomed and quickly
integrated into the tempo of the
school, literally! We danced and
sang to traditional Dutch tunes
while getting re-acquainted with
our hosts.

For the next week we
acquired the confidence to
travel throughout Holland, by
train, bus, tram, boat, and our
most challenging vehicle - the
bike. These means of transport
took us to iconic landmarks all
around the country, some being
the Rijksmuseum, the Dom
church and the Euromast.

After each busy touring day we
returned to our host families for
typical dutch meals and chatted
freely about their day to day
lives as Dutch.

The family | stayed with
was very friendly and willing
to answer all my questions.
In between all the topics of
discussion | also got to tell them
a little about my life in Israel, my
school and family. On one of

-

the days when we had returned
early, Alona and | decided to
make the host family a typical
Israeli dish - Shakshuka. They
were very excited to try the meal
and had even asked for the
recipe once they tried it.

Traveling to the Netherlands
as a delegate allowed me to
experience what this beautiful
and welcoming country had to
offer in a way that a tourist could
not. Getting to know and interact
with local peers enabled me to
really absorb the essence of the
country.

Ending the experience at the
airport was overwhelmingly
sad and left me determined to
return. | had managed to get to
know so many amazing people
in such a short amount of time,
and | truly feel this has been an
unforgettable exchange.

Michaela Roach

Speech from my Visit
at the President's
House

Beniamin Strzelecki - DP1

Hello!

My name is Beniamin, | am from
Poland, | came to EMIS this August.
On behalf of my colleagues, | would
like to say that we are all honoured
by an opportunity to be here today.
For me, however, it is a special
pleasure to celebrate my eighteenth
birthday in the house of President
of Israel.

| can clearly see how different
adult | am becoming in EMIS, than
| would if didn’t come here .In the
last six months, | have acquired
new knowledge, perspectives and
experiences. Classes, however, are
only a small part of this process. |
quite often catch myself on doing
things | would never expect me
to do. From celebrating Lunar
New Year, to swimming in a pond
somewhere in the middle of the
desert, to sleeping on the shore of
the Dead Sea. In EMIS, my horizons
have been broadened. | realised
how pointless are fears of people of
other cultures or religions, | learnt to
appreciate values that are at stake
in contemporary world: tolerance,
respect, open-mindedness, and yet
thereis along way to go, a lot more to
understand. | am grateful that | can
live and learn with all the inspiring
students, especially my roommates:
Sebas from Ecuador, Yoav from
Israel and Osaid, Palestinian living
in Israel.

One of the factors that brought us all
together is EMIS’ mission. Having it

£r = o Ty
3 il s

in mind, we are all trying to encounter
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In
the last days, | had a chance to
experience it, during the project that
we conducted as a second part of
the Jerusalem Week. My friends and
| explored the topic of education,
economics and infrastructure in East
Jerusalem. For me, it was the first
chance to interact with Palestinians
outside the school, to hear their
voice and to see the reality through
their eyes. We had an opportunity to
meet representatives of both Israeli
and  Palestinian  organisations,
which try to support people living in
Eastern part of the city. To support
the society, that — as we discovered
— faces many difficulties. We met
people from different backgrounds
and with different experiences,
people who lost their hope, people
who feel anger but also people who
wake up every day with new energy
to work for others. Me, my friends
and people we met believe that
future can be better than present.
Here, we get back to our mission.
Through educating - children,
youths and adults — people in both
Israel and Palestine are making
change, right here and right now.
For example, in October, | saw
students from our school connecting
both sides of the conflict during the
YOCOPAS conference. | believe that
their efforts will bring results. Yet
they need support from us and our
leaders, that we hope you to be, Mr.
President.
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Forty Five Minutes of Sleep

We all know the dreadful feeling that we get
when we have to get up early in the morning in
order to get to school on time. However, what if
there was another way? What if school was to
start at 8:30 instead of 7:45? Let's find out.

Firstly, studies suggest that the human brain can
process information more productively after 10:00
AM, and subsequently, the first few periods are
drastically less effective than the ones to follow.

The Oral Exam

Each year every 11th grade student, who
wishes to have a five point English Bagrut,
must take an oral exam in front of an external
examiner. The oral exam eventually makes up
20% of the final 5 point English grade, thus,
this exam is extremely important based on
the fact it lasts only 10 minutes. The exam is
usually divided to two main parts. In the first
one, the examinee is required to talk about
himself; his family, habits, hobbies, and basically
whatever comes to mind. In the second part of
the exam, the examinee is expected to discuss

Furthermore, students will be able to remain
more concentrated throughout the day, for Forty
Five minutes of sleep can be vital. | know many
students who tend to doze off during the day,
and could undoubtedly use the extra sleep.

In conclusion, | believe school should start at
8:30 AM, and thus conclude Forty Five minutes
later than it does now.

Yannai Fisher - Year 11 E.S

and the project

his project. The project is a long, thorough and
scientific research conducted solely in English.
The projects usually last around 10 pages up to
25 pages (pictures not included!).

All through the short interview, the students are
tested on their speaking ability, ranked based on
several criteria. The criteria the students are tested
are Communicative ability, accuracy of speaking
and content.

To conclude, the oral exam is a vital part of the
5 point oral exam.

Yonatan Casperi, Year 11 E.S

The Transition

The road leading from the 9th graders' building
to the high school one is not long if you look at
physical distance. Even so, the mental distance
is immense. Classes change, the lessons
are different for each person, and a lot of
responsibility lies on the students.

In English lessons, for example, the bar is
set much higher than before. The writing level
expected from students far exceeds previous
years, and deadlines matter much more. To
balance out the pros and cons, students have
the platform to voice their opinions in each log -
a splendid addition in comparison to past years.

Therefore, the transition, as tough and
demanding as it may be, is an important part in
the students' path to graduating and becoming
a functioning part of society.

Maya Lichtenfeld, Year 10
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