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Strong Connection

Maya Arazi’s speech at the Yan Kartzki seminar

I'm representing the Israeli delegation from

HaKfar HaYarok high school. First of all I
would like to thank on the behalf of my delegation
for the great honor of taking part in the Yan Karski
convention and being able to witness and learn in
this great initiation.

I would like to mention that personally I have a
strong sentimental connection to this special event
- my great grandfather, may he rest in peace, lost his
entire family in Auschwitz. He decided to honor the
memory of his family by perpetuating the Holocaust
and particularly the Righteous Among Nations.
He believed that every man can be an altruist, and
dedicated his life to be one himself. My grandfather
sat in the board who recognized the righteous
among nations, and also in the one who ruled Yan
Karski to be one. Therefore, I'm very glad and exited
to be here on the behalf of my grandfather, in front
of Yan Karski’s family, and witness this special and
outstanding event.

For the Israeli Jewish people, Poland is mostly
associated with the Holocaust, mainly because of the
trip most Israelis go through in 12th grade revolving
the Jewish history in Poland and the concentration
camps. Therefore, being in Poland and accepting
it as the beautiful country it is, regardless of the
events of the past, is rather difficult for us. In the
past few days we have been traveling around the
country and found a beautiful, magical, successful
and flourishing modern country and witnessed the
other face of Poland which we’ve never seen before,
for which we're very grateful.

The main public conversation about WW2 and
the Holocaust summits in the grief, the horror,
the tragedy and the memory of the millions of
innocent losses, cruelly killed by racism and hate.
This horrible stain in the human society requires
cherishing and perpetuating, with all the difficulty
in it, not as a Jewish person or as a Polish person, but
as a human being, With the death of every Jew that
was murdered in the Holocaust - died the humanity
in the entire world’s society, who looked the other
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way.

But many people tend to forget the purpose, the
thing that to me is the most important about the
memory - the bravery.

We have to remember, cherish and honor every
man who was brave enough to survive and succeeded
despite of the many difficulties, to build an entire life
from scratch. Be inspired by the few ones who were
brave enough to think for themselves even in times
when not thinking was the only way to survive. The
ones who couldn’t look away, who acted with pure
altruism and risked their own lives and their family’s
for another human being. People like Yan Karski and
many others whose memory is a constant reminder
that even in the darkest times, you can find altruism,
humanity, and the natural love of one human being
to another. It’s crucial to remember the bravery, the
strength, the humanity and the power of the people
who rebuilt this world with their loved one’s blood
and their own.

Many people see the Holocaust as an absolute
proof of the saying: “a man to a man - is a wolf”, but
thanks to all these precious, special people, and the
inconsiderable things they’ve done, to me it is a poof
that "a man to man - is a man”.

The most important lesson there is to learn from
the Holocaust is our duty as the people of the world,
and human beings, to prevent the history from
repeating itself, in the memory of all the losses
and the honor of all the heroes. To not lose faith in
humanity, and look for it in the darkest times. Be it
in the darkest times. We have to always aim for a
better society and act for it, even if it means standing
alone in the field, in the name of justice. We have to
give strength to each other and act by the value "a
man to a man - is a man”. The Holocaust is not just
a painful historical event, but a timeless mirror in
front of society’s face that allows us to ask ourselves
every day "what can we do to prevent the blood
spilling of another single human being by hate and
apathy, because our world has lost enough. And how
can we do that? Well, simply as the righteous among
the nations have bravely shown us - just be human.
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Plant Nursery in Netanya
On November 20th, 2013, supervised by their
homeroom teacher Uzi Zaguri and our field
teacher Roni Shushan and 2 shin-shinim volunteers,
class 8/’ got on a bus and drove to Netanya.

The purpose of this venture, other than eating
food and enjoying a day without lessons, was quite
important: planting endangered species of plants
so that they may spread and grow in population in
order to help maintain a balance of multiple types
of plants throughout the local ecosystem and the
environment as a whole. The class loaded plants,
supplies, and equipment from the school onto the
bus, and upon arriving to the nursery, split up into
groups to take up different jobs, and the roles rotated
periodically. The class worked diligently over the
course of multiple hours, planting rows of seeds
from different flowering plants, treating severed
saplings with hormones and enabling them to grow
again, and making sure they have the optimal
growth conditions in the greenhouse, all while still
finding the time to grill and eat lunch and arrive at
school on time for work at the farm.

The work done by the class helped to protect

a sparse population of endangered plants, which
has positive influence on both plants and animals
alike (including human beings). I was done to make
sure that nature throughout the country stays well-
preserved and healthy. Additionally, the cooperation
and determination that were necessary (along with the
added incentives of food and no school) helped teach

valuable lessons about teamwork, leadership, and hard
work, and brought the class together. Furthermore, the
experience served as a respite during the intense and
stressful testing period. Overall, it was an exciting,
fun, and productive day that will hopefully inspire
similar events that help both the community and us.
Arad Rosenblat, 9th/8
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Hanukkah vacation was when

it all started. A group of 1ith

and 12th graders from "ha-Kfar-
ha-Yarok” went on an amazing journey
to Italy, to Busto Arsizio. We were the
first delegation to Italy from our school.
Therefore, we were both anxious and
extremely excited!

When we came to the ITC School
("Istituto Tecnico Economico Enrico
Tosi”) we saw a big welcome sign and we
already felt welcomed. Later, we have met
our hosts and the fun began [

We were hosted by Italian families that
were all absolutely amazing, We all felt
welcomed and at home. We got to know
a new culture, different from ours. It’s
needless to say that we didn’t miss a
chance to try the most amazing pasta,
pizza, Gelato, hot chocolate, coffee - Late
ete.

Our program included trips to beautiful
Milano, unforgettable Venice, picturesque
Como and other historical sites. For the
most of us, it was the first time in Italy, so
we were amazed by its beauty.

During this week, we forgot about
boredom, as our hosts organized so
many fun and interesting activities for us:
parties, meetings, walks, don’t forget the
shopping!

Our hosts were so interested in
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An Absolutely Amazing Delegation

everything about our culture and holidays.
We taught them about Hanukkah and its
traditions, showed them Hanukkah games
with sevivonim and sang Hanukkah songs
with them. We also lit Hanukiya in the
ITC School and in the Busto Arsizio’s
mayor’s office, too.

Our hosts were just wonderful, they
definitely were the BEST. We had such a
great time with them and their families.
We became best friends after this week,
which was incredible and remarkable. It
was very hard to say goodbye, there was
a lot of tears. However, it won’t be long
before our new Italian friends are coming
over to Israel.

We are counting days to their visit in
March and waiting for them to come!
Meanwhile, we keep in touch with them
24/1.

So, on behalf of our delegation, I want
to say that this "Mishlahat” has been a
wonderful experience of once in a life
time, which bonded our Israeli group and
gave a great start to a warm international
friendship. We would like to thank
our school for this opportunity, Hedva
Epshtein for the organization and our
chaperones: Hadar Agmon-Peri and Mali
Grinberg for always being there for us and
keeping an eye on us.

Linoy Spon, 12th grade
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A Breathtaking
Part of Austria

I'd like to start off by saying that
this wasn’t my first time on a youth

exchange program in Europe.
I've taken part in the delegation to the
Netherlands a year ago, and so it’s not as
though I didn't know what to expect when
I was getting ready for the delegation to
Krems, in Austria. Still- I've come to find
that no matter the expectations, it’s pretty
much impossible to say beforehand how
much of a great-and different-experience a
youth exchange delegation is.

I got to spend a week in one of the most
beautiful, breathtaking parts of Austria,
in a small, young, and busy town full of
universities and students. Not only that, but
I got to see classic Europe as well- the great
cities of Salzburg and Vienna, with all of their
grand buildings and historical, and beautiful,
landmarks, including Mozart’s place of birth,
and the great opera house of Vienna. I had
the privilege of coming in to contact with a
completely different culture, language and
people- and to manage to connect with all
three in the brief week I spent in Austria.
That’s why I've decided to write this heartfelt
recommendation to anyone who is thinking
of joining a delegation- do so. It'd be the best
decision you can make in the near future, and
you won't ever regret it.

Noam Katzenelson, 12th grade
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