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Dear Dafna,
How are you? Thank you so much for
your warmth, kindness and welcoming
of the group from Kfar Kasem. It was a
great idea to have lunch when we were
all first together. Everybody felt at home
and comfortable. I've never seen a group
feel so comfortable with one another so
quickly. Usually, the groups sitseparately
andhesitatetostartaconversation.Ithink
that your kind words in the beginning
helped in breaking the ice. Kind words
warm the heart in the winter.
The three hours we spent together this
afternoon felt like a dream. They flew
by so quickly and in such a relaxed,
carefree and fun manner. The students
gave great feedback and plan to keep in
touch through facebook.

Laura
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About a month ago, our group of 10
e students from the 11th grade started a

long journey to the USA. After almost a
whole day of changing planes and airports, we
finally arrived to our destination - Oklahoma,
Bethany.

We were so tired and exhausted, when we
suddenly saw a huge group of yelling teenagers
with big signs ”"Shalom Israelis!”, "Hello Israeli
friends” etc. We couldn’t believe our eyes! It was
so cool and exciting, we didn’t expect to see all
these people, smiling and waiting for us. Then,
we all had a drive to Bethany High school on a
real yellow bus. It felt like being in a movie.

We were in the center of attention - everyone
asked questions, tried to understand where we
are from, who we are. The minute we met our
hosts in the airport, we already knew it was
going to be the best trip ever.

We were hosted by the Bethany High School
students for a week (in Bethany, Oklahoma). We
visited historical sites in Oklahoma City, hiked
on mountains, went to the OKC Thunder arena,
we were at the pep-rally, had a Halloween
party going "trick or treat”. If that is not enough,
we went to the coffee shops, to the shopping
centers, to the Church, to restaurants, to bonfires,
parties and even watched a football game. We
also showed our presentation about Israel and
our lives. It went great; we tried to give the
best answers to different political, historical,
religious questions asked by Bethany students.

A Most Remarkable Experience

D737 MEIR,IATOPING DA @ 3/K”° 1190 1309 NNPwnn *I3IRN? 77N 2001

The most amazing experience was actually
living the American dream, becoming a part of
an American family. The hosting families were
so kind and nice to us, that we felt welcomed,
we felt at home. No wonder, we got really
connected to our hosts. Besides, we met a lot
of new people who became our friends, most
of them even promised to come and visit us in
Israel! It’s needless to say that our last day in
Bethany was full of tears and sadness: we didn’t
want to leave and our new friends didn’t want
us to go. The good part was that 9 of our new
Bethany friends were coming with us!

A whole week was ahead of us, a week of
exploring another part of USA! We arrived to
Washington D.C. and joined our Israeli friends
from Modiin, Haifa and Rishon Le-Ziyon
delegations together with their new American
friends from Verginia Beach and New York.

At first it was very hard to have fun, because
we missed Bethany and our friends so much,
but we managed to cheer up. We spent three
incredible days in Washington D.C. We were
impressed by the Washington views and sited
- they were beautiful. We saw The White house,
visited The Capitol; we had a night tour around
the city. Enjoying the sightseeing helped us get
closer with our Bethany friends and kids from
other delegations.

After these three amazing days, we drove
to New York City. We were so excited to sece
this city of dreams. Despite Sandy hurricane,

we were able to visit all the famous places in
NYC, such as the Time Square, Central Park,
Manbhattan, the Statue of Liberty, John Lennon’s
memorial etc. In the evenings, we had our free
time to hang out together.

Besides, we had psychological seminars on
different issues such as racism, discrimination,
love, friendship, injustice etc. Thanks to these
activities, we got even closer to each other.

These two weeks in the USA were the most
remarkable experience ever. We had amazing
time together and alot of fun. But more important,
we made new friends, friends for life!

It wouldn’t have been the same, if it wasn’t for
Nati Fass, our chaperon and Hedva Epshtein,
our Israeli guarding angel. Thanks to Nati, our
group became a family - Sophie, Nizan, Noa,
Yahli, Inbar, Omer, Ilya, Tal, Michal and Linoy.
Hedva helped our parents be always updated,
calmed them down and thanks to her this
program ticked like a Swiss watch.

Just as we returned home, we were honored
to host our Bethany friends who had been with
us in Washington D.C. and NYC and arrived
to Israel. They spent almost a week with us. |
know they enjoyed it and we had a great time
together. It was so hard to say goodbye to them
and even harder to get back to the everyday
routine.

On behalf of our delegation, I'd like to thank
HaKfar HaYarok for this unforgettable and
incredible opportunity.
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Dear teachers, parents and friends!
We are happy to see you all here today.
We wish Kayden and Rachel would be here
to join us in our farewell party, but we have them
in our hearts and minds and wish them a safe flight
back home!

I wanted to tell you about my last three weeks,
and I think I am saying it on behalf of all of us that
they were absolutely incredible.

After flying for almost 24 hours we got to the
Oklahoma airport. Excited and nervous we got
out of the plane, knowing we are going to start an
amazing adventure.

The minute we got to the exit we saw a bunch of
people standing there yelling, holding signs, happy
to see us and it made us feel more at home and very
welcomed - We thank you for that

None of us will forget the first time we got to
meet our new friends - I know I'll remember my
meeting with Mikala and Amy, talking in the
yellow school bus for a really long time.

The week we stayed in Oklahoma passed in the
blink of an eye, leaving us with so many positive
experiences, memories and new friends that will
stay in our hearts for a lifetime .

Although we were sad to leave we packed our
bags and got ready for another amazing week with
our friends, who are sitting here with us today.

The first day in Washington started amazingly
well - long walks in our free time, staying up late
talking and gossiping,

We got to see the Capitol building, the outside of

Time Spent Wisely
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the White House, the Vietnam memorial, Martin
Luther King’s memorial and the Lincoln memorial.
Even with this hectic schedule we made some time
to go to the mall too.

Afterthose three days we had along drive together
with the other wonderful Young Ambassadors to
the Big Apple - New York city!

We got to do and see so many great things like
the Central Park, go to a off-Broadway show, get
to experience the subway up-closely during rush
hour, ate dinner at Chinatown and of course got to
spend time (and money) at Times Square.

It was a wonderful time well spent and when we
were all ready to leave the city that never sleeps
and go home - our flight got cancelled.

The Oklahomans did get to go to Israel as
planned in spite of the snow storm, but we were
told we were about to stay two more days in New
York.

At first we were all really upset but rather quickly
we understood what a privilege it was for us to stay
there to catch up on the things we didn’t get to do,
and to see New York in the snow.

We went to the Ground Zero, Battery Park and
had a tour bus around New York with Nati by our
side the whole time, taking care of us.

After those two days we had our flight to
Frankfurt, Germany, and then after eight long
hours, a flight to Israel.

After a break of two days we got to see all of our
friends again - We met them at school and gave
them a little tour around it.

e

-

We had a lot of fun activities together: Touring
Tel Aviv’s neighborhood Neve Tsedek, going to
the mall, having a slumber party and later a BBQ
party too.

We got to go to the beach and to connect to this
amazing people and become ever greater friends,
friends forever. I feel really blessed for having this
opportunity.

Although you are leaving today, earlier than
planned, and it may feel like we didn’t have enough
time to do everything we wanted I can proudly say
the time we did spend was a time we will never
forget, a time spent wisely.

We will never forget you guys and we will keep
in touch ALL the time!

I would also like to thank you all and your
families for allowing you to come here and give
us the chance to know you - You truly are terrific
people.

I would also like to thank Dr. Koby Never for
enabling us to have this kind of delegations in our
school, Hedva Epstein for organizing the whole
trip and being our contact with home during our
stay in the States, Mr. Fass for taking such good
care of us and teaching us responsibility, Mrs.
Ayers for being with us all and for us all.

A big thanks to Dr. Wentroth, Don, Bethany
High'’s principal, for helping the exchange happen,
and thank you - The parents! Your support and
loving was really important for us all!

Hope we'll see you all again in Israel soon!
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Speakers class was given an assignment to write

‘ This semester, Naomi Strom’s 10th grade English

articles for the school newspaper on topics of their
choice. They were given this intensive assignment with
only a two-week deadline. Here are a few of their articles

for you to enjoy.

We look forward to reading your responses in the next
edition of Yedioth Aharonot Ha’Kfar Ha"Yarok.

Naomi Strom, English Teacher

A Day In San-Francisco

Guy Silvershatz and Gal Alster,
10th Grade

San Francisco is one of the top

tourist destinations in the world,

renowned for its cool summers,
fog, steep, rolling hills, the iconic
Golden Gate Bridge, the retro cable
cars and much more. This "City by the
Bay” is very culturally diverse, and is
known as one of the most welcoming
and open cities in the world.

We recommend that when you stay
in San Francisco, you stay at the Hotel
Drisco. Its great location at 2901 Pacific
Avenue provides easy access to all the
attractions in San Francisco.

9:00 - Talk from Hotel Drisco to eat
breakfast at Crepe Express, which is
located on 1476 Haight St. This is a
light and sweet breakfast in a place
with a great atmosphere. The Haight
district is known as the center of the
hippie movement and gained a lot
of media attention in the 1960s. The
neighborhood also became famous
because of a number of psychedelic
rock performers and bands such as
Grateful Dead and Janis Joplin who
resided in the area. At Crepe Express
you will find delicious sweet and

savory crepes. We recommend La
Toulousaine which includes apples,
cinnamon, sugar and whipped cream.
Another great crepe is the Saint-
German which includes tomatoes,
Mozzarella cheese and onion.

10:00 - Saunter around the Haight
and Ashbury district and make sure to
stop by a few thrift stores and Amoeba
Music for some CDs.

11:30 - After you have purchased
some interesting items in the
neighborhood, we recommend that
you take a walk to nearby Golden
Gate Park. It is a pleasant and calming
experience within a huge metropolis.
While you're there you should check
out the Japanese Tea Garden, a classy
calm garden designed according to the
Japanese tradition.

3:00- roam the Botanical Gardens,
exit Golden Gate Park and take the »
5 bus to the San Francisco Museum of
Modern Art, the most famous museum
in San Francisco. Catch the bus on
Fulton St. & 22nd Ave, and get off at
Market & Kearny St.

14:00 - After admiring the art, enjoy
a light snack in the Museum'’s cafeteria.
We recommend you to try the organic-
mixed-greens-salad, it’s delicious!

15:30 - Walk from the Museum to
Café de la Presse on 352 Grant Avenue
and have lunch. The restaurant is close
to the gate of Chinatown, so feel free
to take a walk to walk off your lunch.
The San Francisco Chinatown is the
oldest Chinatown in North America,
and is full of interesting and unique
shops. We recommend that you
wander around the shops and enter
whichever ones seem interesting. You
will find the shop owners are very
kind and helpful.

17:30 - Walk back to where you came
from and stop by Union Square, where
we recommend that you proceed to
shop until you drop. Some of the great
stores you will be able to find at Union
Square are Levi’s, Nike, Old Navy,
Apple Store, Macy’s and many more
amazing stores with a wide variety of
products.

19:00 - Take the F line from the
iconic street cars of San Francisco of
Union Square to Fisherman’s Wharf,
There you can enjoy the sunset over
the bay and watch the many sea lions
relaxing on the piers.

20:30 - Walk to the nearby restaurant,
Gary Danko, at 800 Point St. It is
known as the best restaurant in San

Francisco, and its chef, Gary Danko,
is known worldwide. The restaurant
has a one star rating according to

the Michelin Guide, and the New
York Times named it one of the best
restaurants in the bay area. Enjoy the
classy atmosphere and the modern
American food. You should try the
Seared Filet of Beef with Braised
Celery, Potatoes, Bacon, Leeks and
Bordelaise Crust and the Crusted
Salmon Medallion with Dilled
Cucumbers and Mustard Sauce - both
dishes are excellent! Although the
restaurant is very expensive, it is worth
every penny.

22:00 - Go online and check if there
are any concerts at The Fillmore, in
the heart of San Francisco at 8656
Colesville Rd. The Fillmore is an
historical music venue where many
famous artists have played, such as
Pink Floyd, Jimi Hendrix, Elton John,
The Who and many more. Today you
can find quality rock concerts by
both local acts and by international
superstars. It will be a memorable
evening that you will never forget.

1:00 - Take a cab from The Fillmore
back to Hotel Drisco, go to sleep and
recharge for the next day.
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| Don't Read

Maya Hollander,
10th grade

"I Don’t Read.”
If you've said this before,

keep reading this article. You
may not hate books as much as you
think you do.

You only read books for class, and
even then, just sometimes. What's
the point of reading, you wonder,
when every good book has a movie
adaptation, and reading is so boring,
anyway?

What books have you tried
reading? Old classics that you were
forced to read for your book report,
short stories that seemed to be one
big metaphor that’s relevant only
to your test, poems that you had to
remember the meaning of, and forgot
as soon as you left class.

Maybe you've read Diary of a
Wimpy Kid, and found it amusing. You
liked it because it was full of comics
and you didn’t have to find any hidden
meanings. You simply enjoyed an
amusing story. But that’s all. Besides
one or two books that were okay, you
hate books. You hate reading, There
are movies and TV shows, and that’s
enough for you. You don’t read.

But this is where you might be

wrong, Hating books is more often
than not a matter of not having found
the right book yet. Not every reader
loves the same stories. Many people
who consider themselves bookworms
dislike most of the books they study
at school. In fact, you'd be surprised
how much diversity there is within
that terrifying place that is called a
library, and the people who go there.
What movies do you enjoy? Action,
fantasy, comedy, romance, science
fiction, horror? Each of these genres
can be found in books, too. You
think words are boring? Just keep
looking. I guarantee, if you search
hard enough, you'll find the book

What’s the point of reading,
you wonder, when every
good book has a movie
adaptation, and reading is so
boring, anyway?

that grips you and won't let you stop
turning the pages. And when it’s
over, it will stay with you as a world
you were once a part of.

So why read? Not only does it
stretch the imagination and bring
you into worlds and situations you
may never experience in any other
way, but it also helps expand your

vocabulary and learn new things
without even noticing! The good thing
about reading for fun is that you don’t
get tested on it later. You don’t have
to search for (sometimes nonexistent)
hidden meanings in the text. Those
will go to your subconscious, like
they’re supposed to.

You'll experience worlds in your
imagination, never having to leave
your room. When it comes to books,
you have an active part in creating
the story with your mind. The more
you read, the easier it is for the words
to effortlessly translate into your own
movies inside your head.

So, choose your favorite genre and
look around. If you don’t like the
classics, don’t read them. If you want
something simple, try a children’s
story. You'd be surprised how much
depth one can find in books like J.K.
Rowling’s Harry Potter. See if you
like detective stories, like Sherlock
Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
They’ll leave you itching to know who
committed the crime, making guesses
and searching for clues until the very
end. Try a dystopian novel, like The
Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins or
Divergent by Veronica Roth. They're
full of action and suspense, and
you’ll be turning the pages like your

life depends on it. Maybe a real life
story for young adults, like The Perks
of Being a Wallflower by Stephen
Chbosky, or John Green’s The Fault
in Our Stars or Looking For Alaska?
You may not be able to see the pages
through your tears, but it’s worth it

In fact, you’d be surprised
how much diversity there is
within that terrifying place
that is called a library, and the
people who go there

for the adventure and the romance.
If you want a story that will rip your
heart out while teaching you about
different cultures, religions and about
history, try Khaled Hosseini’s The
Kite Runner or A Thousand Splendid
Suns.

All these are popular titles from
an enormous and ever-growing list
of books and genres. If you haven't
found yours yet, keep trying. Start
with a popular book from the genre,
and once you've found something you
enjoy, keep searching in the same
genre and in the author’s other works.
If you look long enough, you will find
so many books that you'll love, and
each will give you an exciting journey
that will stay with you forever.
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Danielle Sacerdoti,
10th grade

Family in Israel is actually
e family. Not a group of people

that you see twice a year and
live across the country, but family.
People who have your support and
are there whenever you need them.
Not only are families very close to
one another in Israel, but they are
also very close to their roots and
homeland. On a daily basis people’s
roots are talked about, making them
closer and more connected to them.

Not only do Israelis grow up

connected to their family’s roots

Family Roots

by their food, music, language,
and taking a "root trip” to their
homeland, but also schools teach
them. It is very popular for kids

Though the idea of family
is so strong here in Israel,
it doesn’t mean that it is
always respected

in seventh grade to do a project
about their family roots and learn
about their family’s history. Also, in
twelfth grade, many students fly to
Poland and visit concentration camps
to connect to their Jewish roots.

The amount of different roots causes

for a great mash of languages,
music, and food. This also gives
Israeli’s the opportunity to learn
about different cultures and traditions.
With that comes a lot of racism and
hate. It is not rare that Israeli’s make
fun of others because of their family
roots and make fun of other cultures.
Though the idea of family is so
strong here in Israel, it doesn’t mean
that it is always respected. So take a
minute, think how lucky you are to
experience so many different types of
people, and understand that at the core
we are all so similar. It doesn’t make
a difference if we are from Russia,
Poland, or Morocco, we are all people.

Passing The Torc

Ben Gordon and Ben Weinstock,
10th grade

One of the things that unites
e human beings around the
world is sports. The sports
themselves, however, are very
different, depending on where you are
in the world.
In the United States, the three
most popular sports are: baseball,
basketball, and football. Of these
sports, basketball is by far the most
popular in Israel. There is a well-
known professional Israeli basketball
league, Maccabi Tel Aviv, which is
considered to be one of the best teams
in Europe.
Despite baseball’s recent growth in
popularity in Asia and Latin America,

Unites human beings. Football

it has not become popular among
Israelis, and is mainly played here by
Americans or other foreigners. The
lack of fast-paced action makes the

game less appealing to Israeli fans.
Football has yet to catch on and

become a major sport in virtually

any country other than the US.

This may be due to the complicated
rules of the game and the need for
advanced equipment and knowledge.
In addition, the demand for a high
number of players and referees makes
the sport require significant backing
to actually play the game.

Recently in Israel, however, the
game has opened up to Israelis for the
first time thanks to the Kraft Football
League, as well as a high school-
level league. The HaKfar HaYarok’s
football team, the Crocodiles, for
example is one of the teams that
competes in the Israeli high school
league.

As you can see, football is catching
steam, especially among youth, yet
like baseball it is far from becoming a
major sport in Israel.

Hadas Vilker,
10th grade

Have you thought about
e adopting a dog or a cat?
On May 15th, during the
Shavuot event at Hakfar Hayarok
this year, there will be an adoption

stand, where you can come and
adopt a new friend for life!

For my leadership project, my
friends and I decided to do an adoption
day in which people can come and
adopt homeless dogs and cats.

It is very important to adopt a
pet instead of buying one. This is
because most people buy dogs and
cats, and the animals in the shelters
do not get adopted. Adopted animals
(mixed breeds) give you as much

Adoption day

love as bought animals (pure bred).
If you adopt a dog or a cat, you don’t
only get a new, loving friend, but
you also save a life.

Every month, just in Israel,
thousands of dogs and cats have to
be put down because nobody wants
to adopt them. That means that
every month, thousands of healthy
animals are KILLED because

nobody wants to have them in their
home.

So if you want to save a life and
bring lots of joy into your home,
speak to your parents and ask them
if they are open to the idea of a new
furry family member.

We hope to see you at the
adoption stand at the Shavuot event
on May 15th!
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The Paradox of Facebook

Noam Gal, Gregory Stolbov and
Michael Samoylovich, 10th grade

Facebook was founded by

former-Harvard student Mark
Zuckerberg in 2004, who ran it as one
of his hobby projects. Within months,
Facebook and its core idea spread
across the dorm rooms of Harvard,
where it was very well received.
Nowadays, Facebook has grown to
over one billion active users.

As we know, Facebook has many
benefits, as it helps us keep in touch
and communicate with people from
all over the world. Facebook also
helps us share our interests, by ‘'liking
statuses or joining Facebook groups.
Another upside of Facebook is the
fact that it enables the organization
of large social protests, such as the
‘cottage protest’ and the social justice
protest’ in Israel in recent years.

We asked M. from 10th grade, a
Facebook enthusiastic, to tell us her
opinion - "I absolutely love Facebook,
I don’t know what would I have done
without it. I think it is one of the best

e Originally called thefacebook,

’

Facebook helps vou connect and share with the people
in vour Hfe.

171D J1717D 21771"D 1171°D 2171

thing that happened to us in the past
few years. [ can’t remember my life
without Facebook”.

Unfortunately, Facebook’s original
goal, which was to help Harvard
students stay in touch and meet new
people on campus, has turned on
itself and become a double-edged
sword. For example, Facebook
addiction has become a common
addiction shared by many Facebook
users of all ages today. The addiction
to Facebook is a sign of a social
problem or of emotional damage, as
it makes the addicted person enter

his account continuously, which
leads to an enormous waste of time.
The never-ending desire takes the
place of school, work and real life
relationships. While the person is
trying to build his social life from
home, he is ironically killing his
actual ones.

In addition, as a tool to connect
people and share ideas, Facebook also
allows groups to spread harmful ideas
and encourage people to commit
hate crimes to others or to hurt
themselves. Statuses, comments and
videos on Facebook sometimes have
a horrible emotional effect on users,
and have even been the cause of

Sometimes | feel like I'm
missing something, but | feel
proud for not surrendering to
the mainstream

suicide by Facebook users in the past
few years.

We went and searched for students
in our grade who do not have a
Facebook account, and asked to
interview them. S. from yud9, said: "I

feel good (about the fact she does not
have a Facebook account). It is nice
that I have time to do stuff in real
life. Real friends use different ways to
communicate, such as sending SMS
messages. | don't regret deleting my
Facebook account, and I am happier
now than I was”.

I., also from yud9, has never
even tried opening a Facebook
account, said: "Sometimes I feel like
I'm missing something, but I feel
proud for not surrendering to the
mainstream. [ don’t think that I will
ever open a Facebook account - I've
always felt kind of estranged from
society”.

In our opinion, Facebook - like
most things, has both upsides and
downsides. Facebook has become a
phenomenon, for good and for bad,
and we should just accept it. As
we’ve seen, people can get addicted
to Facebook, but can also completely
deny its existence. We think that the
best thing to do is go in the middle -
you can have a Facebook account, but
you should try to keep and maintain
your real-life social life.

Noga Osin,
10th grade

How Will You Know If The
World Around You Is Real?
It Takes More Than Once
to Understand The Matrix.

For me, a movie that’ll never get
old is The Matrix. It’s very complex,
and every time I see it I discover
something new about it.

The movie, directed by the
Wachowsky Brothers in 1999, occurs
in the future, close to the year
of 2199; although even the main
characters don’t know for sure. The
real world is controlled by machines

Matrix

that produce the energy they need
from the heat of living human bodies
- which they grow and groom in
a field, much like humans grow
corn. In order to keep the humans
alive and happy, these "machines”
have created a computer-generated
world that looks exactly like the
world we are living right now. This
world is called the Matrix. The main
characters Neo (Keano Reeves),
Morpheus (Laurence Fishburne) and
Triniti (Carrie-Anne Moss) try to
free humanity from the Matrix, so
that all human beings will be free in
the real world.

It’s hard to explain the plot of the

review

171D 217712 11717D 21771 111D

movie because it’s very complicated,
but watching it brings a lot of
questions up, such as: "Is it better to
live a normal life in an unreal world,
or a hard and dangerous life in the
real world?” and "Is the world we are
living in truly real”?

These questions remain
unanswered, and the more I watch
this film, the harder it gets for me
to decide. I think this movie is a
"must see” classic, and many film
reviewers will agree with me for
sure. If you want a movie that’ll
leave you breathless for hours
afterwards, then the The Matrix is
for you.

The National Treasure Review

Tal Halberthal, 10th grade

Do you love adventures? Do
you love seeking treasure?
Do you love finding clues

and car chases?
If so, then "National Treasure” is

the movie for you!

Directed by Jon Turteltaub,
starring Nicolas Cage, Diane
Kruger and Justin Bartha, "National
Treasure” is an adventure film
filmed in 2004 from Walt Disney
Studios.

Watch Ben, Abigail and Riley
search for the most wanted treasure
of all times: a war chest hidden
by the Founding Fathers after
the Revolutionary War. See the
characters find a pipe with a clue on
a very old ship called the Charlotte,

hold your breath while they’re being

chased by their opponents and

the FBI, and watch them steal the

Declaration of Independence!
"National Treasure” is one of my

favorite movies and one of the best

I've seen and I really recommend it!
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Music and School -
A lifetime Experience

Dor Ga'ash,
10th grade

Taking a Bagrut in music
e isn’t only sitting and studying
- it’s gaining fluency in
another language, working with
people who share your field
of interest, creating art, and
showcasing talent.

The Bagrut grade in Music at
HaKfar HaYarok is a 5-point major:
2 points for Theory of Music, 2
points for Cultures of Music, and
one point for Production of Music.

In Theory and Harmony, taught by
Igor Shmulevski, we learn the rules
of writing classical music in notes,
in terms of length and pitch. In
Theory we learn how to write single
notes, intervals (when two notes are
played simultaneously), and chords
(When three or more notes which
are played simultaneously). We are
introduced to many musical scales,
or sets of consecutive notes used to
write music. In addition, we learn
how to write notes of a certain
length in comparison to the meter,
the number of beats in each bar
compared to the length of the bar.
Moreover, we learn about special
types of tempos (speeds of musical
tunes) and dynamics (the intensity in

which tunes are played). This is our
syllabus in the 10th grade.

Next year, when I am in the
11th grade, I'll learn Classical
Harmony, which is a continuation of
Theory, but even more challenging,
Harmony discusses the rules of
writing music for multiple voices to
sing together with different notes for
each voice, so that the notes sound
pleasant to the ear simultaneously.
There is only one Bagrut exam in
the 11th grade for this major, on
Classical Theory and Harmony.
However, there might be a chance
that in a few years, 12th grade
students will learn Harmony of Jazz
Music. I hope this happens because
Jazz is a musical genre that [ am
familiar with and enjoy from.

Everything that Igor teaches us in
Theory and Harmony is applied to our
lessons in Solfege and Ear Training,
taught by Yossi Schwartz and Yoel
Ben Simhon. In Solfege, we apply the
rules of theory by learning songs from
musical notes. In ear training, Yossi
exposes our ears to all of the terms
that we have learned with Igor. Most
of the class involves the practice of
identifying notes, intervals, chords,
scales, and notes of different lengths
- using our ears only!

Furthermore, music students at the

Kfar take the following classes for
the Cultures of Music Bagrut Exam:
History of Music, and History
of Rock. Our History of Music
teacher, Alon Badichi, teaches us the
development of music throughout
the years from ancient Greece till
today! He introduces us to musical
principles, plays us famous tunes
on the piano, and teaches us about
famous composers from each era,
with an emphasis on two eras,
which is required for the 12th grade
Bagrut exam. History of Rock
is taught by Tzachi Ben-Moshe
starting the 11th grade; learning this
is exciting because Rock is very
popular among the music students.
The last Bagrut point in music
is dedicated to production, which
is what initially attracted me to
take this major at HaKfar HaYork.
To fulfill this requirement, I am
taking a sound and production
class in which I learn principles of
sounds and acoustic in relation to
the human ear. For example, this
year | learned about the range of
dynamics and pitch that the human
ear is able to process, and the range
of pitch humans can make with their
voices. From the production end,
I am learning how to use special
recording software called ProTools,

which enables me to apply my
learning from Sound and Theory
classes to create, record, and edit
music myself. Moreover, every
year music students make a project
in which we record a session on
ProTools; the requirements become
more specific and challenging every
year, and we even have to record a
song as a part of the Bagrut Exam!
In addition to the courses that
I have described above, two class
periods a week are dedicated to
band rehearsals. Each year, the
music class is divided into groups
according to the instruments in
which each student plays, so the
groups will match into bands. Each
band works with an instructor,
who teaches at Hakfar Hayarok’s
conservatory. The bands are given
a specific repertoire, or playlist of
songs to play; this year, for example,
included in the bands’ repertoire
is a song by Bob Dylan, a song by
Mati Caspi, an instrumental song,
a Rock/Jazz/Blues tune, and a tune
of the band’s choice. Every year,
the bands perform the songs they
have worked on during the year in a
weeklong school event called "Music
Week,” and in a special evening
dedicated to performances by the
music students.
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