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On the 9th of November,

agroup of students from

BlogeMIS and the Hakfar
HaYarok high school went to
visit the headquarters of Yedioth
Ahronot in Tel Aviv. What |ooked
like a normal office was actually
the meeting point of many stories
happening in Israel. Around us,
journalists were walking and
running around trying to cope with
the high pace of events that they
need to report on. It was impacting
to see pictures of the most relevant
happenings since 1939 when the
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loth Ahronot

newspaper was created surrounding
us constantly. We did not only
observe the facility, but, as amateur
journalists we desired to ask

several questions to the chief editor.
He told us about how the newspaper
source balances the wide range of
political opinions and interests that
are held by Israel's population. He
told us about how each day they
strive to reach their goal and create
the newspaper both for the minister
.and his driver

Aina de Lapparent, Edited:
Hannah Cook
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TEDex EM IS

| decided to initiate and organize
TEDXYouth@EMIS, after attending
TEDxRIio in 2014 and getting truly
engaged by TEDx community and
idea.

TEDXYouth@EM IS was
independently organized by EMIS
students, happening on the 20th of
January at Tel Aviv University.

It was the first time | could
sense the impact and power young
students can have when working as
a community towards a certain goal.

A small, half-day event was
just alittle demonstration of the
power we can have when working
together; the power to leave ideas,
experiences and perspectivesin
peoples minds. Power to create
inspiration and a fertile environment
for innovation and action.

One of my main goals was to
initiate a TEDx community in my
school, whichisin itsfirst year.
I'd like students to identify with
the vision of voicing and staging
relevant ideas on diverse areas of
knowledge. That is why we had
speakers from Musical expertise,
Palitical Background, Scientific
Research, Theater and Production,
Education and etc.

| would like to share information
about the event itself, and the final
result will be uploaded as TEDx
Talks to Youtube, our officia
website and TEDx Library.

About TED: ted.com

About TEDXYouth@EMIS

www.tedxyouthemis.com; www.
facebook.com/TEDXYoUuthEMIS

Yasmim Franceschi

Yocopas
| nterview
with Lucy
Aharish

What made you decide to come to
YOCOPAS? Isit because of our
school’s mission?

"Your school mission and the fact
that there are students here from all
over the world, a mix of societies, who
are here to exchange ideas."

You are the only “distinguished
guest” here who holds a profession
in journalism. What do you think it
takesto be a good journalist?

"To be fair. Each and everyone is
coming with hisideas, the way that
he islooking at the world and his
perspective, but the most important
thing is to be fair, and to always think
and always to know how to ask what
the other side wants you to ask, to be
the devil advocate. To think always,
not only about your own perspective
but also about the perspective of the
other side”

When was the point in your life you
knew you wanted to be a journalist?

"l wanted to be an actress, and
basically my father told me ‘you
won't get any money from this. So
| went to study political science and
journalism.”

What have been your greatest
struggles as an Arab-lsraeli
broadcaster on Isradli TV?

"I think in my job, in my profession,

like the way that I'm working and
how I'm working, | didn't get to
experience anything that’s hard. The
hard things that | experienced came
from the society. The lack of fairness
in the society, the lack of ability to see
the other side, and to know that there
is another side, to know that thereis
somebody else who is listening to you,
somebody else who is part in your
society. The problems and obstacles
that | have faced have been connected
to work but not directly. Most of

the hard things that | have faced are
basically coming from the society, not
from the work. The work, | love being
ajournalist, for meit's aprivilege
being ajournalist”.

What’s the most special event or
thing you ever got to do because you
areajournalist?

"Meeting Hilary Clinton, meeting
Dr. Gershowtiz, meeting the former
president of Brazil. Meeting amazing,
amazing, amazing people. Oh, and
being in Azerbaijan, that's a place
that | never ever, ever thought | would
be, and | went there just to do some
reports’.

Thank you so much, it was a
pleasure!

Interview and write-up by
Hannah Cook
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Our trip to ltaly

During the Hanukkah vacation,
we took part in the Youth
Exchange program, traveling to
Italy with 12 other students from the
11th grade, and 2 English teachers: Zafi
and Nicole. We were hosted by a school
in Busto Arsizio, a city in north Italy,
about an hour from Milano. This was
the 3rd exchange of this school and
ours. The school, I.T.C Tosi, has around
2000 high school students, from all over
Busto Arsizio and the surrounding cities.
The students have the option to study
numerous subjects such as a variety of
languages, computers, exc.

Over the course of the week, we met a
wonderful group of kids our age, which
welcomed us into their homes, and they
were very excited to hear about Israel
and Hakfar Hayarok. We were exposed
to the Italian culture, as well as their
daily lives in Italy. We visited many
beautiful places in North Italy such as
Milano, Venice and Lake Como. Visiting
Italy around Christmas time, showed us a
different perspective of the country, with
lots of holiday decorations, Christmas
flee markets, and the Christmas spirit
in the air.

One of our personal highlights from
the trip was going with our hosts to
the center of Busto Arsizio. Lail and
I went with our hosts to the shopping
center and then to a coffee shop to
drink hot chocolate. Personally, we felt a
very strong connection with both of our
hosts individually, and there we had the
opportunity to get to know both of them
together.

During our visit, we had a lot of fun
experiences and we created unforgettable
memories. We feel so fortunate that we
had the opportunity to take part in this
exchange. With such a wonderful group
of both Israelis and Italians, that always
helped and supported each other, our trip
couldn’t have been better. We can’t wait
to host the Italians in Israel in March and
show them what our wonderful country
has to offer.

Lail Solotorevsky, Maya Lender
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50 Years to

~German-Israeli
Diplomatic Relations

We fly to Israel. The young
people and their careers
couldn't say that with
determination at the beginning
of their journey. Unsettled by the
attacks in the old city of Jerusalem
two weeks previously, the girl
choir from Weimar traveled on the
27.10.2015 to Israel. However, they
experienced a very different Israel:
33°C in November, palm trees, beach
and sun, great people with an open,
relaxed mentality, a very modern city
image of Tel Aviv, in some places
security and a wonderful old town.

Their home was the educational
center of Hakfar Hayarok. The school
has very special characteristics: the
school not only places importance
on school education as we do it
in Germany, but especially on the
development of the students from
their own free will and the experience
when working in agriculture.

The ground of the school houses for
example 200 cows, also pigs, horses,
chickens and peacocks. For the young
people of Weimar a particularly
interesting experience. The next day,
the young people met with members
of the Earth People Ensemble to give
the first concert in Israel in Hakfar
Hayarok in front of 300 students of
the educational center together with
them.

Roni Sidon violin was a particular
instrument. It was a "violin of hope”
and she talked about the project
"violins of hope: "The violins are
used in concerts held in Jerusalem,
Istanbul, London, Berlin and more,
where they were exhibited and
played in synagogues, churches and
symphony concert halls. T would like
to share with you an amazing story,
which was told me by Wienstien. One
violin was thrown out of a train that
left Drancy, near Paris, going east to
Auschwitz. While the train stopped
and the rail has been fixed, a Jew
imprisoned in the cattle car called
out to the workers: "Take this violin.
I may get to my death but the violin
should live". Weinstein got the violin
from a French maker who heard about

the project and told him the story
he heard from descendants of the
original train laborer. This violin is
part of the collection of "violins of
hope". The violin was built in a small
workshop in Czechoslovakia circa
1840. According to the Star of David,
we know the violin was built for Jews
who probably played Klezmer. This
violin is dedicated to the memory of
Klezmers. It is an honor for me, as a
third generation to holocaust survivors,
to play this violin. Hakfar Hayarok A
highlight: It was the concert on the
beach of Tel Aviv (Jaffa Cassis Hall).
There was the Earth People Ensemble
at the scene at 4 pm. The concert of
"Acting friends - 50 years of german
- Israeli relationship". started at 7 pm.
It was a great honor that the concert
in Israel could take place in presence
of the Minister President of Thuringia
Mr Bodo Ramelow, the Minister
of Economic Affairs Mr Wolfgang
Tiefensee and the Lord Mayor of
Erfurt Mr. Andreas Bausewein. Young
people from Israel with classical music
have started. It was a short program
of Classical, Gospel, Jazz and Pop,
accompanied by the rushing waves.
Mr. Minister President Bodo Ramelow
and Mr. Minister Wolfgang Tiefensee
were very impressed. As usual, the
last song was ,,Imagine* and everyone
was very excited. Photos: TSK | Omri
Meron On Thursday, we directly went
to Akko. There, the young people gave
a concert at the Jewish school “Ort
Darsky”. Originally, it was planned
that the young people of the Arab
Muslim School "Ort Hilmi Shafie
School" should come, but due to the
special political situation the guests
didn't come to this concert. For this
we went after the concert to the Arab
school, where we have been received
very warmly. From Akko we directly
went to Tel Aviv. There, the Earth
People Ensemble gave a concert at
the exhibition opening "50 years of
German - Israeli diplomatic relations",
which was opened by the Lord Mayor
of Tel Aviv, at the old train station of
Tel Aviv.

Hedva Epstein
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Rationalism
against fear

Today, I read an article that described what
we, as ordinary people, can do against terror
organizations like ISIS. Be a rational person,
it said.

Each time I hear about another massacre or
attack I feel helpless. There is nothing I can
do to change the reality, there is nothing I can
do to prevent terror organization terrorizing
me, or is there?

I was always taught not to take anything in
life the way it is - if it doesn’t feel right. So
why should I do it now?

All of us want to continue enjoying being
free. Therefore, we have to take action
because we can’t ignore our freedom being
threatened.

Terror organizations want to implement
fear in the society. The intention of the
attack on Charlie Hebdo, for example, was
to suppress the freedom of speech. Had the
magazine stopped publishing, the terrorists
would have achieved what they were aiming
for. We cannot let this happen.

And therefore, be a rational person and
focus on the positive things in life instead of
letting yourself being terrorized, it’s the only
action we can take right now.

Terror organizations
want to implement

fear in the society. The
intention of the attack
on Charlie Hebdo,

for example, was to
suppress the freedom of
speech
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