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Delegation

Diary

Report from Hakfar Hayarok
exchange with Tucson (UsA)

Our journey started

on the second day of

November, after many

long flights we finally
arrived in Tucson, AZ.

Tucson is one of the main cities in
Arizona, it is composed of mainly
desert with a few green plants here
or there, most of those being cactus.
Before even leaving the airport we had
the pleasure to meet Naomi Weiner and
Barb Wayne, they are the coordinators
of the program on the Tucson side.

They both did their best to make
our stay the best one possible. After
many,many jokes and bonding, at last
we met our host families and the rest
of the Tucson delegation. I was hosted
by Tori McDonald,cute blonde girl of
the same age as myself, as well as her
wonderful family.

At first, they gave me a huge
hug,(surprisingly) they were even
warmer than an Israeli family.
During my stay in Tucson, both
delegations(Hakfar ~Hayarok and
Tucson) travelled to various activities
including a bon fire, where we got
to know each other much better and
became closer friends.

We were such a cohesive group that
while out at a restaurant, ( the best
Mexican food I've had)the waitress
mistook an American for an Israeli,
and it was the first time but, not the
last. We got a chance to participate in
a traditional Tucson celebration, that
even was a first for a few of the host
students, Dia de Los Muertos (Day of
the Dead).

It was an enormous parade in
Tucson's art district, over 20,000
people showed up, many dressed up
in elaborate costumes. We painted our
faces like skulls, and walked two miles
to the final ceremony which included
fire, dancing, and live music. Even
though we had a lot of fun in Tucson,
we had to do a lot of work, before and
after.

It was our responsibility to present
Israel and the people in a positive light.
So the day before our
departure to New
York and DC, we had
to give presentations
in our Hosts' classes.
It was enjoyable, we
were able to share
an Israeli song (Od
Yavo Shalom Alenu)
with the students, we
even taught them the
words. Calvin, who
was hosting Amir
and Yishay, knew the
words through and
through by the end of
the day.

Sadly, a couple hours later
we had to say goodbye to our
host families, who we all really
connectedtoduringourweeklong
stay, then took their "children"
and flew to Washington DC.

In DC we met all the other
delegations from both Israel and
the US, including: Oklahoma
City, Virginia Beach, the three
delegations from New York,
Mod'iin, Haifa, Rishon Le-Zion.

Each delegation had to give a short
presentation detailing their cities. We
traveled between the main attractions
in DC, such as the Capitol Building,
Musuems and memorials. They even
organized kabalat shabat, and an
insane dance party. It really helped us
bond and get over the "awkward" first
meeting.

After three days of touring, we all
packed into a bus and trekked to the
Big Apple(New York). The very first
night we were given an "authentic"
New York Show, Fuerza Bruta. It was
an artsy show that incorporated a
rave with water, confetti, lighting and
getting soaked to the bone but, full of
joy.

Even though may of us were soaked,
we changed quickly and went to Time
Square. Time Square is one of the most
recognizable spots in New York, it's
where the ball dropped on New Years.
It has the glitz and glamour that New
York is so well known for.

One of the most memorable things
had to be the "cross the line" activity.
It was an exercise where we were told
to stand on one side of a line taped to
the ground until a statement was made
that applied to us. If the statement said
applied, then we were to cross the line.
Every person from each delegation
participated as "crossers" while the
New York Coordinator, Elaine, read
the statements aloud.

We were forced to share some
personal aspects of our lives after
knowing each other a short while,
leading to quite a few tears but, in

M
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The Israeli and the American delegation in W.D.C

consequence, we all supported each

other, hugging people we hadn't even

talked to before. There was not any
discrimination between Israeli or

American, we were a single group of

humans living in one world.

We ate traditional Israeli food
together each night, we talked like we
knew each other our whole lives. That
last day we had a closing ceremony
where myself, Eva and Amir had to
perform a variety of songs.

It was a wonderful experience to
sing there. Speeches were given and
most importantly food was given to us.
Later, we had to separate for a week,
or two for others. It seemed like such
a long time, as we all grew very close.
I believe that we represented Israel,
especially Hakfar Hayarok, in a very
positive light. I'm proud to say I am a
student of this school.

The second part of the program
entails the American students coming
to Israel to tour for one week and be
hosted for the remaining one.

During their stay, they travelled in
Jerusalem and Jaffa for a week. The
second week, the main week, they
came to our house. We had wonderful
quality time with each of them. They
were shown many different aspects of
Israel. I hosted Tori, the same girl who
hosted me in the US. My family and
I, as an Israeli family showed her the
ropes.

We did Kabalat Shabat and she got a
chance to meet my family as well as eat
delicious food. Tori said, in a nut shell,
that "Aside from the trilingual signs, I
could hardly tell I left the states.

My host family is much like my own
and I've grown close not only with
them but, the rest of the delegation
in a very short time. It has been an
experience of a life time and I'm
not sure what I will do when our
communication will be limited to
technology".

I couldn't agree more with Tori.

It's been a life altering experience,
I can personally see the change in
each of my delegation members, as
well as myself. T highly recommend
to each student to take part in the
delegation program (specifically
this one). I promise you will not
regret it.

Yuval Schlezinger, «'6 Grade:

Interview with
Clara Paul

My name is Clara Paul. I'm from
Hamburg. I came to Israel to improve my
English.

My father is a professor in the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem and this is the reason
why I came to Israel instead or America or
Britain.

Heis teaching History and I meet him every
second weekend. Hkfar Hayarok is near Tel
Aviv in Ramat Sharon. Here I meet a lot of
students from many countries and I made a lot
of Israeli friends.

It's really nice in here, I travel with my dad
all over the country (The Dead Sea, Ramat
Hagolan...). The weather in here is great, a lot
better than in Germany. The Purim party was
awesome.

The costumes were great and it's something
really new to me. Everybody was very happy.
The party took place from 5 pm until 5 the
next day. I'm happy I chose Israel and the
Hakfar Hayarok. I wish you all the best.

1/'D 7011710 1TV

International
Exchange Program

My name is Nina Meyer. I have come to
Hakfar Hayarok and intend to be here half
ayear.

I heard about the project from my
mother's friend and I thank her a lot for the
information.

I'have been living in the boarding school for
two weeks already and I met amazing people
from the whole world, and open and friendly
Israelis. There's no relation between what I
heard about Israel while being in Switzerland
and what I found out here. I participated in
the last Purim feast with all the incredible
costumes. The stuff at the boarding school
supports us and the food is so excellent.
You should have seen what we got there!
I recommend to all of you to come the the
Hakfar Hayarok in this project. You will have
a great time and a good life experience.

1/'V *{701NTI'D 1TV
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The Dutch Israeh
Delegation's visit to Israel

The Dutch visit to Israel

began at the airport. A large

group of young Hakfar

Hayarok delegates and their
families, excited awaited to meet, their
guests for the coming week.

The visit began on a weekend, which
meant free time to get to know one
another.

Even though the week end was meant to
be time just for the guest and host, I got to
meet several Israeli-Dutch couplings, and
really got to know some of them.

We had all well planned. Some of us
joined the Purim dinner and disco party at
school while others had a party at one of
the Israeli host's house.

The following week proved to be a very
bonding experience.

The first day of the week began at school,
featuring a welcome speech by Hakfar
hayarok's administration and a musical
show performed by both Dutch and Israeli
delegations.

It was later planned for the delegations
to go on a getting to know Hakfar Hayarok
tour, but because of the unexpected heavy
rain, that was shortened. We then continued
with activities in the school- both planned
and improvised (due to the unfortunate
weather).

The Dutch side of the delegation
continued to a seminar in the Rabin
Centre in Tel-Aviv, afterwards which the
entire delegation went to Max Brenner

together, followed by a visit to the Tel Aviv
boardwalk.

Monday was the first day of touring, in
which both Israelis and Dutch joined the
trip. The delegation visited Ha Carmel
region, viewing the burned forest and a
memorial, and continued towards a humble
Druze house, learning about the Druze way
of life, beliefs and tradition. The trip then
continued to Caesarea, where we learned
about the history of its harbor, and the city

itself.

The following day was of somewhat
greater importance than that of the others.
This was the day the delegations visited
Jerusalem. Traveling to Jerusalem with a
student exchange delegation also meant,
the visit of the Yad Vashem, the World
Holocaust Center.

This was truly an intriguing experience,
which had affected both sides of the
delegation. Everyone later enjoyed the

views of Jerusalem, proclaiming it a very
beautiful city, rich and full of history.

The tour of Jaffa, which took place the
nextday, was a 'light'breeze compared to the
day before and everyone had fun. We were
all tired after attending the Purim party at
Hakfar Hayarok, which made this day (that
also started later than usual) particularly
interesting. This was also a somewhat sad
day, when our hosts had to pack their bags-
in expectance of the day after.

Our Dutch delegation's visit to Israel
had ended touring Masada, and the Dead
Sea. It was a tiring day, both physically
and emotionally. It was tiring to climb up
the mountain, and also on the way down.
The desert view surprised our visitors,
which made for a very beautiful day. After
Masada we continued to the Dead Sea.

A place, which any visitor to Israel must
see. I find it hard to believe that no one
thought that floating in the Dead Sea was
real, and yet they were. And the surprised
looks on the faces of the Dutch made it all
worth it.

The delegation's visit to Israel had ended
in a celebratory dinner at the school,
followed by a farewell 'get together', for the
lasttime. Almost everyone held themselves
together, with only the thought of meeting
again, in three weeks time.

It was a very short week, for all the fun
and pleasure it had given us, and the hope
that there'll be another one much like this,
in another country, soon.

Johannes
Farewell Speech

Dear Israeli hosts, dear
teachers, dear students,

We are at the end of a wonderful
time that we spent in Hakfar
Hayarok.

We saw a lot of sites in your
country, heard about the story of
Itzchak Rabin and how he died
in Tel Aviv, we walked through a
little river at the Lake of Galilee
what was all funny, we admired the
view from the Golan Heights over
the Kinneret, we listened to the
historical explanations that were
given in Cesarea, we were amazed
by the look of the Bahai-Gardens in
Haifa, walked on the mount Herzl
and on the top of Massada, finally we
saw the waterfall of King David and
dipped in the Dead Sea. Everything
was really great and fascinating.

But the most important thing
we saw was Yad Vashem which
remebered us Germans of the
importance of never forgetting the

cruel and absolutly inhuman things
our ancestors did to your ancestors.
We are thankful that the Israelis do
not blame us for these things.

For us German teachers it is
absolutely necessary to make our
youth understand that we still are
responsible - not for what our grand-
and great-grandfathers did , but for
all the consequences which still
result from the Holocaust. And that
Germany hasacertainresponsibility
for Israel.

You, the Israelis, are helping us
to fullfill this duty, thank you very
very much for this.

Thank you to Hedva, for organiz—
ing everything so perfectly, thank
you to Camellia for allways being
with us, and thank you to Varda for
accopanying the exchange as well.
And thank you to all you students
for your tremendous hospitality.

We hope to see you once again in
Leipzig.

Farewell Speech of
Max Andréa Delegate
from Leipzig

Hey guys,

The exchange is going to end this
night, but I still remember the day
when [ signed up for it. Mr. Newerla
told us, that we have the chance to go
to Israel.

I took the chance without knowing
whatI'vetoexpect. How willitbe tolive
for two weeks in the year with a person
from another culture, another country
and of course another religion?

How well will they speak English?
Do they eat kosher? Everything
questions I asked myself.

In spring this year you arrived and
I had no worries anymore that it is
going to be a funny time with you. And
certainly we experienced alot of things
together. Sad things like Buchenwald,
but also really happy, funny and nice
things like the meetings in the park,
the trip to Berlin or smoking secretly
;) All in all, the exchange was one of
the best things I, and I'm sure you too,

experienced.

So the farewell in Leipzig was quite
hard, but there was a gleam of hope:
The second part of the exchange in
Israel. Now the second part has also
passed and we have another farewell
and we maybe never meet again
face to face. After this week, full of
emotions, beautiful, emotional, funny,
sad, awesome, impressive situations,
it is even harder to say goodbye then
it was in Leipzig. But life goes on my
friends.

We live in a modern world and can
surely stay in contact on face book or
by writing e-mails or even postcards.
So we all have to say "goodbye".

Butkeep smiling. There is a German
saying that means translated: "You
always meet twice in your life". So
we all can look forward to a second
meeting and if not face to face, via
Postcard, Facebook or Skype. Thank
you
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