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"Crossing Borders": The 3rd
annual YOCOPAS Conference 2017

The first day of YOCOPAS 2017 has successfully
fueled its participants with the sense of excitement
by the memorable opening ceremony with the
attendance of 300 participants including international
ambassadors, educators, parents and students from
15 schools from Israel, The Palestinian Authority
- West Bank and Gaza, Denmark and Spain, and
more than 50 countries. Likewise, there were
amazing performances by EMIS students, as well
as greetings given by honorable guest speakers from
the European Union, Union for the Mediterranean,
Konrad Adenauer foundation and The House for
Professional Solution.

ok K

The program began with intriguing ice-breaking
activities splitting students into family groups
that will be part of the conference for the next
3 days. Afterward, students gathered together for
the workshop 'How small acts of kindness can
cross borders’ given by BKind. In the first evening
students listened to the fascinating crossing borders
stories of the film director Maysaloun Hamoud and
the surfer Arthur Rashkovan from Surfing 4 Peace
at YOCOTalks event.

Kk

We concluded the day with a fun Borders night
hunt activity and family group time.

These activities made the first day of YOCOPAS
2017 an exciting start for the whole conference!

The second day of YOCOPAS was absolutely an
amazing experience for all the participants and as
interesting as the first day!

In the early morning, students started their day
with breakfast and warm-up family group activities,
then continued by a very interesting panel discussion.
The guest speakers were Gary Mason from Northern
Ireland, a founder and director of the conflict
transformation NGO ’'Rethinking Conflict; Omer
Gendler, a Ph.D. student in International Relations
and International Political Economy at the Hebrew
University, Jerusalem; and lastly, Ayed Atmawi, a
Palestinian political and peace activist from Qalgqilia.
They described different perspectives of the conflict
by approaching it in an engaging way and answering
many questions raised by the audience.

ke

Later on, students were engaged in a variety
of workshops and activities that perceived peace,
conflict and borders in many different areas related to
"Bordersand Society”. They participatedinworkshops
that studied the idea of crossing borders in the area

of music, gender, sustainability, education and much
more. Next, they continued with workshops under
the topic "Borders and Conflicts” This time students
approached the concept of crossing borders in a
more powerful way by discussing and learning more
about peace, conflicts like the Israeli-Palestinian
and the Northern Ireland, technology, feminism and
other interesting topics.These activities created a
wider and better understanding of what it means to
be a global citizen as well as to know how to cross
both physical and abstract borders.

ok k

After the Big Shabbat dinner, students had a
fascinating discussions about the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict and the Catalonia conflict. This activity
allowed students to express their opinions, listen to
local and international students’ perspectives and
discuss the possible future solutions.

* K K

As we all know, there is no better way to conclude
the day than having FUN! The big party was held
at the main grass to relax participants and have fun
together, creating a memorable experience and long"
lasting friendships.

The last day of the conference was devoted to
encourage the participants to create and make a
change in the world.

* K K

After breakfast and morning activity with family
groups, students attended a useful lecture which
explained to the participants how to initiate a
project. This morning motivated the students to
plan a creative project based on community needs.
Each family group was divided into smaller groups
of 34 people, each group had between 475 hours to
plan their projects.

At the end of the day, the students presented their
proposals in front of teachers, guests and other
groups. It was amazing to see how creative and
innovative participants at YOCOPAS were.

. 0.8 ¢

Finally, during the closing ceremony, the three
winning groups were announced: "Running for
equality” between male and female, "Teddy bear
crossing borders” and "Together for you”. Each group
won $750 for their projects. Hopefully, soon they will
initiate them and make a change.

* %k
Thanks to the YOCOPAS committee for their hard
work that created an unforgettable experience for all

the participants and made YOCOPAS more than just
an annual conference!

Kantapha Prayoonthai, DP2
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K. from Gaza:

To me, the YOCOPAS movement is a motivational
and inspirational experience in many aspects, even
though that I was only there for a day and a half. It
has given me the opportunity to interact with other
individuals that have hope and are willing to work
to make the world a better place.

I liked how in the opening ceremony we all took
part in singing “Imagine”. That moment toward the
end made me feel at home. The speeches in day two
JYOCOTALKS”, made me believe that we all can
cross borders in our own ways. I especially liked
the surfer and his story. The conference teaches the
responsibility and impact that as individuals we have
on everyday actions.

Ialsowouldlike to thank everyone at the conference
for their efforts and for making us feel welcomed.

A. from Gaza:
As all hope was gone, a small ray of light

guided us in the darkness to reach EMIS and
to attend the YOCOPAS conference, and even
though this is my first time at the conference, I
felt like we have been there since the first year as
everybody welcomed me with their warm hearts
and smiling faces. My overall experience in the
conference is indescribable as 1 have never felt
such a feeling of joy and happiness in my life
as I was giving the opportunity to speak and to
be heard by various people from all around the
world, and being treated as a real human being for
the first time ever. The most valuable thing about
the conference for me was the unity that I saw
in every person as they forgot their differences
to pave the way of becoming true community
leaders. YOCOPAS has greatly affected me and
changed me to a better person I would have never
reached without it as YOCOPAS has boosted my
confidence, communication skills, commitment,
and creativity. YOCOPAS is a great opportunity
for those who desire of brining a good change

nce in Gaza

to our world as it guides youth to exceed their
limits and capabilities to truly become a leader of
tomorrow such as L.

The opening ceremony was great with excellent
music and a song, and the Borders night hunt.
The second day, morning talks were great and
inspiring, especially the first speaker, and how he
crossed borders through surfing. The Panel "What
can we learn from other world conflicts?” was a
great addition, and I learned a lot from it regarding
the conflict and how we can cross borders. The
group time cannot be described, we learned a lot,
made friends and we became brothers and sisters.
By the last day I had made so many friends, and
we started the morning with a great lecture about
how to design projects.

I would like to thank everyone who made
YOCOPAS possible.  YOCOPAS gave us,
Palestinians, the chance of seeing new adventures
and making new memories of great people whose
names will shine in the future.

(U by BaY bkl §717771 09D | 1.12.2017 | N"Vwn 17051 1" "w'w D1*



A Peace of a Day!

Peace day. It is celebrated on the 21st of September
and it is a day where people try to strengthen the
ideals of peace among nations and people. As this
goal tries to pierce into the bubbles everyone is
living in and reminds us about how important the
dream of peace is, EMIS decided to celebrate this
day on its own original way.

Foralmostthree years now, 40 different nationalities
living in an international school together, have made
a tradition of displaying their flags and march to the
dining hall. The flags are held over each person’s
shoulder to show their culture and take pride in their
identity. And this year was not different.

After the school ended, all the students rushed
into their rooms to grab their flags and run to the
main grass. There, all the Dp1s, Dp2s and Cambridge
students lined up to take a group photo with all the

nationalities coexisting in EMIS. The photograph
not only showed flags, but also the happy faces of the
people representing their country and their culture in
the best way they could. It also showed a surprising
unification of people from different countries, with
different point of views and ideas, happily hugging
each other in harmony. They seemed to have made
the Peace Day goal a living reality, where everyone
could live in peace and be happy in this big and
multicultural family. After all, isn't this what we
want peace for? For all the human beings to live
happily together just as these group of teenagers are
doing with each other?

As the questions pop up and sink in with all the
people who were able to witness that view in real
life, the students started their march and entered
the dining hall proudly displaying their flags and

making small talk. What should be known though
is that the campus EMIS is located in also has other
schools that do not know a lot about the diversity
of cultures and people living a few meters away
from them. With that in mind, it should not be
any surprise that EMIS students were approached
from the other students of the campus, and were
asked questions to try and understand what the
flags represented. The conversations made it clear
how important it is that people should know more
about the people from other countries as that is the
most effective method for them to see that at the
end of the day, no matter the differences, we are
all humans. That is why Peace Day has such a big
significance and is so important to the EMISers
and the world.

Junis Ekmekciu, DP2, Albania

On October 19, EMIS students from Cambridge, DP1
and DP2 went to Yad Vashem, the world remembrance
holocaust center in Jerusalem. They were divided by
mentor groups and learned about the Holocaust from
historical aspect by looking at photographs, artworks,
letters, documents and personal items found in the
concentration amps and ghettos.

Also, students were given a talk by a daughter
of a Righteous Among the Nations who saved
many Jews'’ lives from extermination by the Nazis,
as well as visited Children’s Memorial reflecting
on how many children were killed during the
Holocaust.

Though it was such an emotional and unique

OW1 T'1 D'NX *"T'N77 .J1INX MT11Y,0'N17¥71,0M17'0 T AXIYn

A Visit to Yad Vashem

xXoTtmYy

experience, this trip allowed students to see actual
impacts of the Holocaust.

"This trip allowed me to connect not only the
history of the Holocaust, but also to get a deeper
sense of some of my classmates who have personal
connection with this tragic event”.

Irene Diaz, a DP2 student, Spain

Between Galleries

interesting discussions. On the next leg of our trip we
walked to the nearby RawArt gallery where we took

N
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in the exhibition by Ishai Shapira Kalter, "Yod”".

After the beginning of our trip in Tel-Aviv, the
students of EMIS went back onto the bus and
headed up to Jerusalem, for the rest of the day. At
first, we went to the Dwek Gallery in Mishkanot
Sha’ananim neighborhood which displayed the
exhibition INNUENDO by Orit Ofshi. Inuenndu
had an incredible show of wood printing which awed
and inspired the EMISers who eagerly sketched and
took note of the art in front of them. However, not
willing to waste any time, we soon had to get back
onto the bus and drive to the Isracl Museum.

At the Israel Museum, we were met by a kind guide
who introduced the Israel Museum to those who had
never been there before, and brought us to the Ai
Weiwei "Maybe, Maybe Not” exhibition that succeeded

to leave just about everyone amazed. Weiwei’s unique
perspective and outlook on politics and life in general
sparked meaningful discussions as students walked
through the massive exhibition, eyes wide in awe.
Finally, after Weiwei’'s exhibition had been
explored through and through, the EMIS art students
explored the last exhibition of the day, "No Thing
Dies” by Ilit Azoulay, a fascinating photography
collection that exhibits an incredibly impressive
use of photoshop and light. This steered yet another
interesting discussion about politics and art, though
was admittedly less passionate, after a long 12 hour
day of art intake. Needless to say, after a successful
and intriguing day, the bus ride back to campus was
even more silent than the museum we had just left.

Emanuelle Slater, Israel, DP2
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At the TAU
Science
Night
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At EMIS we try to take education well
beyond the classroom. The same values
shares Tel-Aviv University, which recently
organized TAU Science Night. EMIS, as
one of a few external organizations, was
invited to hold its station during the event
and our school was represented by Green
Team, the student-led environmental
group.

Our station was entitled "The Triple R”
and was aimed to teach about reducing,
reusing and recycling. In the first activity,
visitorshadanopportunitytocreatestickers
for their houses promoting reducing, with
captions like "Turn off the light” or "It’s
never too late to start saving!”.

In the second part, guests could reuse
old plastic bottles and adapt them for
flower pots. Everyone decorated their
bottles and received a flower with soil to
put inside. Lastly, to learn about recycling,
event participants were supposed to throw
pieces of trash into appropriate recycling
bin.

EMIS station attracted a lot of interest
(so much, that we had to look for more
bottles around TAU campus!) and
hopefully, contributed to raising awareness
about environmental issues among the
participants.

Beniamin Strzelecki
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Our 3 Religion Trip

The first month of school at EMIS was quite
tiring and challenging as the DP1 and Cambridge
newcomers had to cope with the IB stress and
adaption to a new environment and culture. Before
the beginning of the Sukkot holiday the school
organized a two day trip on the 23 of October
in order to encourage a better understanding of
the country they live in as well as tightening the
bonds between them. During this unforgiveable
experience, the students got to know more about
different religions in Israel by visiting important
sites that represented them.

The first day, the students had a short tour in
Haifa. More importantly, they visited the Bahai
Gardens of Haifa. From there they could enjoy
the view of the coast and port of Haifa as well
as admire the unique architecture of the temple
itself. After that, the students visited the Stella
Maris Monastery getting to know more about
Christian religion. The students were divided in
several mentor groups each of them having a guide
that explained more about the site as well as the
religious stories related to it.

The next site they visited was the cave of Elijah.
There, students had a peek at the Jewish religion.
To go there they had to walk on the Siach creek
from where they could see part of the seashore
and the blue sea of Haifa. The next stop would
be the Ahmadim mosque where students were
introduced to the Muslim religion. The head of

the Mosque held a talk about the various religions
and how they connected or emerged from each
other. After facing this many religions in one day,
the students headed at their sleeping place in the
kibbutz of Beit Haemek.

The second day was as exciting as the first one.
At first thw students went on a hike on Meron
mountain. It was very challenging for many of
them and exhaustion was part of the many feelings
students felt. However, they managed to have a lot
of fun and develop new friendships along the way.
Everyone was amazed by the wonderful nature
and landscape of the mountain. After the tiring
hike, students traveled to the village of Peki'in.
There they learned about the very unique and
secret Druse religion. First, they visited a Jewish
synagogue and a house. After that they went to a
Druse traditional house where they learned more
about the religion itself, traditions and the reasons
of its secrecy. Students were curious about the
principles it followed and many of them asked
"how can I become a Druse?” or "why is this a
secret religion?”. At the end, it was time to head
back on campus.

This trip was of a high importance as it created
a broader understanding of different religions by
encouraging respect and understanding, moreover,
it helped in creating stronger bonds between each
other.

Erlisa Kulla

On the 26th of September 2017, the art students
of EMIS set out to Tel"Aviv and Jerusalem for an
exciting peak into what the art scene of Israel has
to offer. The plan was to visit a few contemporary
art galleries in Tel-Aviv before taking a bus ride to
Jerusalem for another gallery, before arriving at the
Isracl Museum in order to tour multiple exhibitions.

On Tuesday morning, the DP1 (Grade 11) and DP2
(Grade 12) art students mounted onto a coach bus on
route to our first stop - the Gordon Gallery. There, we
saw the exhibition of Louise Bourgeois, Pink Days
/ Blue Days. There, we took photos, sketched and
held discussions about our opinion and interpretation
of the art. After around an hour we left for the
hip Rozenfeld Gallery where a group exhibition of
Israeli contemporary artists was on display. As the

Hopping

subject matter was, as a whole, quite controversial
and provoking, the gallery left much room for more
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Name: Beowulf, Author: Anonymous

Summary: Composed towards the end of the first millennium of our era (10th
century), Beowulf is the greatest surviving work of literature in Old English,
unparalleled in its epic grandeur and scope. It tells the story of the heroic Beowulfand
of his battles, first with the monster Grendel, who has laid waste to the great hall of the
Danish king Hrothgar, then with Grendel’s avenging mother, and finally with a dragon
that threatens to devastate his homeland. Through its blend of myth and history,
Beowulf vividly evokes a twilight world in which men and supernatural forces live
side by side, and it celebrates the endurance of the human spirit in a transient world.

Short taste: “They arrived with their mail shirts/ Glittering, silver-shining links/
Clanking an iron song as they came./ Sea-weary still, they set their broad,/ Battle-
hardened shields in rows/ Along the wall, then stretched themselves/ On Herot’s
benches. Their armor rang;/ Their ash-wood spears stood in a line,” Gray-tipped and
straight: the Geats’ war-gear/ Were honored weapons.”

Ela Zalikovski Muller, 7th/4 grade
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Our Delegation to
Bethany, Oklahoma

"what?... I don’t think I heard correctly, did you just
say that I was...”

"Suf” she said to me, "you are going to the
Bethany, Oklahoma-Israel exchange delegation.”

The first thing I felt was shock, the same way I
feel right now, completely shocked, because you
always wonder how did it get like this. You wonder,
how it all began, because you just remember the
way it ended. You remember all the 11 kids from
Israel as this amazing group of friends, not as a
group of strangers in a class room. You remember
the way that you had a good time on the plane and
not that at first you were seated 7 rows behind them.
We will always remember what an unordinary
experience this was for each one of us.

On our first day at Bethany High School we
went with our partners to their class rooms, Math,
Spanish, History and many more. We met their
friends, sat next to them in class, danced in choir and
learned how to say coupon correctly. After school all
of us had some free time with our hosts alone and
then we all went to the football game. A big part
of Bethany High School is sports such as, football,
basketball, cheerleading and more. At the game we
learned more about the place we were staying, and
the people from Bethany got to learn a lot about us
too. We learned that they are not all cowboys that
ride their horses to school and they learned that we
don't ride camels. We learned that we are alike in
some ways, like that we do have hotdogs, sidewalks
and we do see the same moon. However, we don’t
have a big football league like they do, and our eating
habits are different from theirs.

In the week we’ve been there, we went on a
hiking trip, the school dance, thunder arena and
many more exciting trips and all of them on
the yellow American school bus. We got to see
Oklahoma and Bethany in a way no tourist can
ever see, and got the actual American experience.

On our last day in Bethany we had to say goodbye
to all our friends, the people we met in their school
and all of us started crying over people we only got
to know a week before. All of us wanted to stay
more, even live there, because leaving was so hard.
We will never forget Stephen Barton our one and
only number 12 that changed our thinking style.

On the 8th day, in 3:30 in the morning all the
Israelis and our hosts flew to New York together,
and went to the Pennsylvania Hotel in the middle
of the city. We stayed at the Hotel for 2 nights and
went to Times Square, to the United Nations, the
Central Park and got to ride the subway a couple of
times. It was the first time that most of us were in
New York. It was amazing, the lights, the culture,
everything was exciting. On our last night in New
York, all the Israelis went to the Brooklyn Bridge
and we realized that it was the end of our trip. We
laughed about things from the trip, we got to know
each other better and we were thankful for this
opportunity.

We looked over the lights holding each other
and there we stood, on the Brooklyn Bridge, 11
strangers. It’s nothing when you think about it.
Nothing, and everything at the same time.

Suf Rohas Naor, 7th/1
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Tonight's gonna be
a good night*

Our delegation consists of 2 Israeli teachers, 2
German teachers and 22 teenagers.

We arrived to Frankfurt airport when most of
us don’t know each other. At the exit’ the German
students were waiting for us with the warmest
welcome.

Every day we went through activities and tours
throughout the country. And at the evening we
were hanging out with the delegation friends. I
don’t think I'm capable to comprehend the crazy
amount of experiences I've accumulated there
and the amazing people I've met.

For a week I was hosted by a foreign family that
took care of me like I was their own daughter.
They shared with me their way of life.

The delegation gave me a sister, experiences,
new friends, family in Germany and full of new
clothes.

Two weeks have passed since the delegation
was over, and the feeling of excitement continues
to rise every time I think of it.

* The title is taken from our
delegation song

Achinoam Rosenbaum, 11th/7
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