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Open Mic

Open Mic is a special part of our EMIS
community when students volunteer
spontaneously to sing, dance, recite,
in any language and in any form for our
friends from around the globe. This year
we had Russian poems, Arabic singing,
Hebrew jams, and English performances.
The lovely new DP1's (first years) have
integrated entirely to the international
program and in 2 weeks already feel
welcomed enough to perform to the
whole school. Wow! Throughout the
year we are planning to have at least 5
more Open Mic events before the DP2's
graduate, and we can't wait for them to
...start! After finishing our EE of course
Pictures taken by Andres, DP2 student

Tamara Kanner (student DP2),
main organizer of the Open Mic

Cultural Night

Cultures are something unique and
fascinating. Never had | thought that | will
get the opportunity to meet the Chinese
culture in such special and interesting
way. Fortunately, my lovely friends had
helped me with that.

One week ago, a holiday that | was not
aware of, the Mid-Autumn Festival, was
celebrated in China and in my school
- EMIS. The evening was all amazing
- from the plays to the food and then
to the music. First, all of us EMISers,
the stuff, and many other Kfar-people
gathered together to watch the beautiful
play that all of our Chinese students had
made in order to explain us the meaning
of Mid-Autumn Festival. From there we
all patiently watched the traditional tea-
making. Personally, | was amazed, the
way the girl managed to use her hand
gestures to convey such a relaxed and
at the same time very precise message.
After the first two shows, we got the
chance to taste the home-made Chinese
delicacy, made by them. With our belly
full, all of us regathered to listen to the
beautiful music played on a musical
instrument called Pipa. Along with
the music, we also watch a traditional
Chinese dance.

At the end of the evening, we all sang
together a Chinese song, which wasn't
traditional but it made all of us closer and
more intimate.

This experience | will cherish and
remember for the rest of my life; the
people, costumes, food, music, dancing
and so much more made this evening so
unique and one of a kind.

Emily Hai

Yarkon Basin trip with

Eco Peace

On Friday 4th November, the Grade 12
e ESP class went on the Yarkon Basin trip

with Eco Peace, a unique organization
that brings together Jordanian, Palestinian
and Israeli environmentalists with the focus on
shared trans-boundary waters.

The students visited several places: A
viewpoint from Nirit, west to the green line
where they saw that water has no boundaries
despite any conflicts in the region.

They then traveled to Hod Hasharon wetlands
and visited Yarkon River near it where they saw
the sewerage system and where water is stored
and regenerated.

Lastly, they traveled to HaMaccabia Bridge
near Ramat Gan to explore the state of the
Yarkon River and how it has changed over time.

Students said:

JalaRizkalah, Palestine: “ltwas aneye opening
trip for me. It was educational and Fun two in
one. Observing the nature and learning about
our surroundings and most importantly applying
what we have learned about sustainability. If |
would take something from this trip it would be
that peace and sustainability could be achieved
through natural resources.”

Gebri, Albania: “The real shock factor for me
was the fact that water pollution, instead of a
natural disaster such as a collapsing bridge,
had killed people and severely diseased others.

It really made me reflect on the importance of
holding onto clean nature. It doesn’t just affect
us indirectly through the food we eat and the
air we breathe, it can affect us directly and
powerfully, and it has shown that it can.”

Jon, China: “The trip was much more
interesting than | expected. The guide explained
us the terrain of Israel and neighboring countries
vividly and emphasized the idea of ‘water has
no borders’. It's also good to see that the
government has actually done something to
treat the pollution, offering efficient ecological
solution which is simple to operate and maintain.
| enjoyed the trip and hope we can have more
experience like this in the future.”

MUN Conference

EMIS was honored to hold its first ever

multi-institutional MUN conference, in
partnership with Gymnasium Blankenese of
Hamburg, Germany. For the first time ever,
external students were hosted on campus for
a MUN conference, in which our honorable
guests from Gymnasium Blankenese were
trained on basic MUN and debate skills, after
which we proceeded to an actual two-day
conference. The conference strategically
tackled issues that have been boulders to
international development and policy in recent
history, in which the Disarmament Committee
attempted to resolve global issues regarding the
proliferation of nuclear weapons and the trade
and transfer of weaponry on an international
level, and the Human Rights Committee delved
into the Syrian refugee crisis and educational
equity. The delegates from both participating
schools impressed, as they debated clauses
and national policies, and showed clear
evidence of experience quickly fostered over
the days of the conference.

EMIS was honored to host the German
delegation from Gymnasium Blankenese, who
had a chance to glimpse at the international
boarding school experience, with its wide

e On the weekend of October 28-29,

range of community initiatives, specifically our
experienced and national award-winning MUN
team. )

M.K
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place already, even though I've only been here
for several weeks. | like the fact that | get the
opportunity to study with many different people
from all around the world.

“My parents are very supportive of my studying
at EMIS. They are Christians, and so they
believe that Israel is a very holy land. They are
very grateful for this opportunity".

Karen from the USA,
first year in EMIS

"What | like the most about this school is
the people. It is very cool for me to get to
know all kinds of different students from many
places around the world. People who | never
imagined | would get to know are now my best
friends. You don't get a chance to meet that
many people in the US and that's why this
opportunity is so unique.

“In my case, | have a family who lives here,
and my parents are originally from Israel so the
idea of living in Israel is pretty familiar for me.
Although, it is still a different experience than
any other school I've studied at".

Marry from Denmark and
Gambia, 12th grade, studies in
EMIS for 2 years

‘I grew up in the UK, but my parents are
originally from Senegal and Gambia.

“Not long after | started studying at EMIS it
quickly, became home to me. What mainly
made it feel like home for me so quickly is
mostly having people around me 24/7 without
feeling the need to hide or be anything rather
than myself. Everyone here is different and
we all come from different cultures but we
still manage to find a mutual language and be
ourselves without being judged or criticized.
Back home, each person has a different version
of himself wherever they go. Whether you are
at school or at home you usually act differently.
Here, at EMIS, | feel like everyone is acting
natural a hundred percent of the time, and that's
what makes us feel so close to each other.

“I remember that when | applied to EMIS it
was very different than other schools | applied

to in Denmark. EMIS were more interested to
know about me (interests, things | do in my
spare time) rather than other schools who were
mainly interested in my grades.

“l especially like the dynamics in this school.
The fact that even at 2 AM | can have a really
deep conversation with someone from the
opposite side of the globe is something you
can't experience anywhere else".

Daniel from Palestine 11th
grade, first year in EMIS

"It's the first time for me to study in English
and to live in a boarding school. | find it an
amazing opportunity which | love to be a
part of. It's especially important to me to get
to know many other students from all over
the world, and to learn about their different
cultures. | think that Israel and EMIS in
particular aren't that much different from my
home and there is nothing blocking me from
getting to know everyone around, despite
arguments that may seem to rise. | don't
feel any less a part of this school than
anyone else, and it is definitely an amazing
opportunity which I'm grateful for".

Natalia from Slovakia,
first year in EMIS

"I have only been here for about a month, and |
can already feel how amazing this opportunity is.
Living and studying with people from all around
the world is different than anything | have ever
experienced before, and | like it a lot. | especially
love hearing different stories of students from
all the different countries and speak with them
openly about our different mentalities.

“I'm the only student from Slovakia, so
sometimesitmakes me feel like I'm representing
my whole country. Before | came to EMIS |
never felt that much of a connection to my
country, but now | feel that because I'm the
first and only student from Slovakia, it is as if
the whole country lies on my shoulders. | feel
responsible for showing Slovakia in the best
way possible".

Gal Ma'or, 12th Grade

Pen in a Box

From the very beginning of current
e school year, EMIS students are

engaged in conducting social and
cultural projects. Besides cultural events, for
instance Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival, we
decided to organize a charity action and
devote our help to students who may not be
as privileged as we are, and have needs we
may be able to solve.

Inspired by worldwide initiative Pen in a
Box, EMIS students arranged a raiser of
school supplies, such as pens, pencils, pencil
cases or notebooks. EMIS is located in Hakfar
Hayarok campus and part of the Kfar school
took part in the raiser as well. First part of
initiative was to prepare boxes for supplies and
inform students about the raiser. Supervisor
of the project was Beniamin Strzelecki from
Poland. Over the following two weeks students
were collecting needed items. Response was
overwhelming! Amount of given articles much
exceeded expectations and boxes prepared
in advance were much less than enough.
Students brought pens, markers, pencils,
pencil cases, books, notebooks, backpacks,
folders. Here, a huge “thank you” should be
repeated once more to all donors. Pen in a
Box is an example of an action where we

can make a big change, not sacrificing a lot.
Something as unnecessary as pen, which we
got during a random event or we accidentally
bought in the beginning of the school year,
can be an object of utmost importance for
someone else.

Eventually, the raiser had come to an end
and we delivered all assembled supplies to
our target school. The school is located in
Yafo and for us, EMIS students, the way
the school works is very inspiring. It brings
together Jewish, Muslim, Christian and Druze
students together. They come from different
backgrounds; in particular a big fraction of them
comes from poor families. It is the only school
in Israel where for the first few years students
learn in one class in both Arabic and Hebrew at
the same level. When school started operating
in this manner, there were a lot of tensions but
consecutively situation has been improving.

Pen in a Box school supplies raiser was a
unique episode. Firstly, we were able to really
help students in need. Secondly, thanks to
visit in the school, we could learn from this
inspiring, first-hand experience. Finally, by
that we would like to raise awareness about
spare things that we can use to make others’
life better.
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This year is my senior year at Hakfar
e Hayarok. | guess that throughout these

12 years of education (6 of them at
the Hakfar Hayarok), | developed a kind of
perception of “how school should be like”. Since
the first grade we are taught everyday how a
student should look like, what they should wear,
and how they should behave while at school.
When | joined the Kfar Hayarok at 7th grade,
| admit, | was pretty shocked. A stranger who
does not know the Kfar Hayarok could see
why the Kfar was suddenly a whole different
world to me. But ever since my 7th grade, I've
learned to adjust to all those amazing different
things, from chickens walking around free to
peacocks running around the halls making
their strange voices. It no longer feels that
strange to me anymore. Actually, today, | can
see no better way to be taught.

This year, since | am the school's newspaper
prime editor, | had the chance to interview
a few students from EMIS - An international
college that opened its gates only a few years
ago at the Kfar Hayarok. | remember when
EMIS just started; we heard only rumors
that it is going to be an "extraordinary school
where students come from all over the world to
study together”. | must admit again, it sounded
pretty dreamful to me then. An average Israeli

student starts studying at Hakfar Hayarok and
is overwhelmed since it is very different from
any ordinary school; therefore, | thought that
for students from all over the world it would
even be harder to adjust to studying here,
especially with people who are so different
from them. Well, when | came to EMIS to
interview students from 6 different countries,
| was definitely proved wrong. | finally
understood how a huge project like this can
work. How people, regardless of their diverse
geographical and culture differences, can find
a bridge between language and culture and
become very good friends. Let's look at a few
examples and see how they look at EMIS:

Andres from Spain: 12th grade,
studies in EMIS for 1 year

”l think that the vibe in general is amazing,
especially because each student can focus
and learn the things that interests him the
most and are of great importance to him.
For example, if a student is interested in
the environment he gets the opportunity to
initiate projects regarding the environment; if
a student is interested to learn more about the
Arab-Israeli conflict he would research about
it and sometimes even gather other people to
help him think of ways to bring people together.

“Personally, I'm interested in the environment,
and lately we have come up with a new activity
to expand the gardening and recycling at
school.”

Jacob from China, 10th
grade, new student,
studies in EMIS for 3 weeks

"We have classes just as every school does,
and we are busy every day. | pretty like this
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Our

Annual

School
Trip

Some of us went to a mosque or
a synagogue for the first time in our
lives. For others it was the first time
when they slept in a kibbutz. Some
has already visited all of those places
before but now they had a chance to
come there with friends from all over
.the world
During ourannualtrip we discovered
a huge part of culture and history of
Israel and got much more into each
other. On Wednesday morning DP1s,
Cambridge and the staff took off
and headed to the north of Israel.
Our first destiny was Akko, where
besides the old town, we went to
both synagogue and musk. Later,
we visited two impressive natural
sites: Rosh Hanikra and Adamit
National Park. One of the best
parts took place in the evening
when we finally arrived to the
kibbutz where we slept. Each
mentor group has prepared
and activity for the rest of the
students. Undoubtedly, we had
a lot of fun sometimes literally
rolling on the floor and laughing.
Mentor groups prepared satire
about a day in EMIS, teachers
mimics, quiz about EMIS,
coke drinking game and some
.physical activity
On a subsequent day,
we woke up early and after —
breakfast travelled to Arbel cliff,
another picturesque site. Thanks to
a game that organized DP1’s guide
Adam and sufficient caution, the
hike gave us a lot of pleasure. The
last place we visited before going

back school was Christian town
.Capharnaum
We would like to thank school

administration for the trip. We had
a chance to know much more about
Israel, especially its history and
religions, which are also present
inside EMIS community and have
a huge impact on our everyday
life. Understanding is a first step to
.acceptance and better life together
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